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Thompson Center on Public Leadership to Fund Faculty Research and Speakers 
 
MADISON—The Tommy G. Thompson Center on Public Leadership will provide faculty 
research grants and fund speakers across the UW System to address two topics: “Reforming 
the Administrative State” and “Privacy in a Digital Age.” 
 
The Center seeks grant applications from scholars across the UW System to conduct 
research on these topics. The Center has allocated up to $500,000 for faculty to research 
these areas and, consistent with the Wisconsin Idea, benefit the state with the results. 
 
“These are important and timely issues to examine,” said Director Ryan Owens. “If we can 
find ways to improve the administrative state that would be huge for Wisconsin. And I think 
we all know the growing importance of privacy and security in this online era. With the 
combined effort of our UW System faculty, we can make real reforms possible.” 
 
The Center also sent out a call for applications to UW System schools to hold speaking 
events. Faculty, departments, and student organizations at any UW-system school outside of 
UW-Madison (where the Center is based and holds other planned events) may apply for 
speaker grants.  The Center has allocated a total of $500,000 to support these efforts.  While 
speakers on the topics mentioned above will be given priority, the Center will entertain 
applications to host expert speakers on other important leadership related topics. The 
Center’s goal is to fund high quality speakers who can drive important conversations in 
Wisconsin.   
 
 “We earnestly want UW System schools to apply for these speaker grants,” Owens said. 
“They can use the money to bring in highly influential speakers on these issues and expose 
their students to some of the top thinkers in the country. As Governor, Tommy Thompson 
always thought big. We want to continue to expose Wisconsin’s students to big thinkers.” 
 
For more details on these funding opportunities and upcoming events, please visit the 
Thompson Center’s website at  https://thompsoncenter.wisc.edu 
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