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Rep. Kurtz Response to Governor’s State of the State Address     

 

MADISON – Rep. Tony Kurtz (R-Wonewoc) released the following statement regarding the 

Governor’s State of the State Address. 

“I grew up in the 70s and 80s and came to love the voice and wit of Paul Harvey and his famous 

“The Rest of the Story” and that is where I’m at with the Governor’s State of the State address. 

I’m going to tell you the rest of the story. 

“This session I had the pleasure to serve on the Joint Finance Committee where one of our 

important duties is to help write the state budget. Typically, we start that process with the 

Governor’s budget proposal. The Governor’s budget proposed over a one billion dollar tax 

increase and over 100 million fee increase as well. His budget rolled back and eliminated many 

successful programs and it would have put our state in a one billion dollar budget deficit.  

“Needless to say, the Joint Finance Committee scraped the Governor’s proposal, and wrote a 

reasonable, responsible, and realistic budget that made key investments in healthcare, 

infrastructure, education, and so many other things. The most important part of our budget was a 

three billion dollar tax cut that initially, the Governor did not even support. The Governor can try 

to take credit for the work of the Joint Finance Committee and the legislature, but he is rewriting 

history. 

“The Governor talked about a onetime $150 dollar tax rebate. I believe the Journal Times 

Editorial Board said it best when they stated “Tax rebate plan is nothing but an election-year 

ploy” and that Governor Evers’ proposal “is not responsible and is not sincere” I completely 

agree. 

“I am also incredibly disappointed the Governor not once mentioned the rising violent crime in 

our state and the work our law enforcement officers do to keep their communities safe. We must 

do more to hold violent criminals accountable and support our law enforcement officers.” 
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