
 

PRESS RELEASE for IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Kelly Curtis - WSCA 2021 Equity In Action Award 

 
Madison, WI - Kelly Curtis, School Counselor at E.P. Rock Elementary in the Hudson 
School District, has been recognized as the 2021 Equity In Action Award winner. 
This award is meant to recognize a school counselor who has made significant 
contributions to the advancement of equity in education for students in Wisconsin.  
 
Kelly regularly uses data to identify and address areas for growth at her school.  Since 
2013 she has been focusing her work on closeing the gap between non-white students 

and white students receiving an office discipline referral. While they had previously seen a 52% gap between 
non-white and white students earning an office referral, in 2019 there was a 38% decrease in the percent of students 
who were non-white earning a referral, which brought the referral risk index nearly even with the population 
demographics. Kelly did this through her new student programming as well as extensive work with her staff during 
inservice, addressing trauma sensitive practices as well as implicit bias.  Kelly’s nominator, fellow school counselor 
Sarah Flier shared, “On our team of elementary school counselors in the Hudson District, Kelly is the one we all rely 
on for advice and her work with data is incredible. She collaborates and networks with counselors in our district as 
well as the state of Wisconsin to find best practices to address equality in her work. She is never ceasing to try new 
methods to improve outcomes for students and helps each of us on her team problem solve and come up with 
actionable steps to increase equity district-wide.” 
 
Every February, the Wisconsin School Counselor Association recognizes individuals within the school counseling 
profession who demonstrate profound impact on the school counseling profession and lives of students. 
Nominations for the Equity In Action Award are submitted to the Wisconsin School Counselor Association 
Professional Recognition & Scholarship Committee and are rated by a committee of active and retired school 
counselors. Award recipients are determined based on their demonstrated leadership, advocacy, and collaboration to 
achieve systemic change to create equitable practices in their school community. The organization selects one school 
counselor to receive this award. This year, award winners are being recognized on February 4, 2021 during WSCA’s 
National School Counseling Week “Virtual” Breakfast Celebration. 
 
About the Wisconsin School Counselor Association 
School Counselors are essential to the lifelong learning and success of all students. Our vision is for Wisconsin to be the 
model for excellence in equitable school counseling practice, exemplified by the advocacy, leadership, and expertise of the 
members of the WSCA. Focused on providing quality professional development opportunities, supporting comprehensive 
school counseling programs, and giving one voice to professional school counselors, WSCA is dedicated to empowering 
school counselors throughout the state. For additional information about WSCA visit www.wscaweb.org 

#####  
Questions, please contact Stacy Eslick, WSCA Executive Director @ stacye@wscaweb.org 
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