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Wisconsin Advocates for Victims of Domestic Violence Call on 
State Assembly to Reject Special Session Bills Restricting 
Access to Safety Net Programs 
 
Madison — Wisconsin advocates for victims of domestic violence are speaking out against a package of special 

session bills set to receive a vote in the State Assembly this afternoon, urging their Representatives to vote against 

the legislation that would restrict access to critical services like FoodShare and Medicaid. The set of ten legislative 

proposals was recently introduced in the legislature at the request of Governor Walker and would add additional 

eligibility requirements and restrictions to accessing services that low-income families and other vulnerable 

populations rely on.   

    

"This package of legislation is the exact opposite of what survivors in Wisconsin need from their elected officials," 

said Patti Seger, Executive Director of End Domestic Abuse WI. "Programs like FoodShare and Medicaid serve as 

key bridges to safety for victims of domestic violence who often lack the financial resources to live safely apart 

from their abusers because of the cycle of control they have experienced at the hands of an abuser. Each time the 

legislature adds yet another barrier to accessing these critical services, the likelihood that survivors and their 

children will be forced to return to a violent batterer increases accordingly."  

 

Research from the National Resource Center on Domestic Violence (NRCDV) shows that public benefit programs 

that support basic economic security are critical to the ability of domestic violence victims to achieve the financial 

independence necessary to escape violence.  

 

"Legislation like Special Session Bill 3, which would implement increased asset restrictions for access to FoodShare 

and W-2 benefits, or Special Session Bill 4, which would institute employment screening for access to housing, will 

only serve to punish people already struggling to get by, putting them at increased risk of homelessness, hunger or 
exposure to violence," continued Seger. "If the legislature is serious about helping victims and other vulnerable 

citizens escape poverty, they should work to address the real barriers facing struggling families in our state like lack 

of transportation, lack of affordable childcare, rising health care costs, limited access to affordable housing and job 

training programs that do not offer sustainable employment opportunities." 

 

Advocates for victims of domestic violence around the state are calling on the legislature to oppose the package of 

ten bills, and instead hold hearings on public benefit access across Wisconsin so that advocates, survivors and other 

citizens might have the chance to address their elected officials on the real needs of vulnerable families.   
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