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Ted Kanavas Memorial Scholarship Raises Nearly $70,000 in Honor of 

Late Statesman 
$3,000 scholarship available this year to Waukesha County high school students 

 
 
BROOKFIELD, Wis. - The Ted Kanavas Memorial Scholarship is proudly announcing the availability of 
one $3,000 scholarship in honor of Wisconsin State Senator Ted Kanavas, a statesman who was 
passionate about improving his community and mentoring young leaders. The scholarship application is 
open to all Waukesha County high school seniors pursuing a four-year college degree. 
 
“Ted made an immediate and positive impact on any person, organization, or community he was involved 
in,” said Mary Kanavas, wife of the late state senator. “I am excited his legacy of civic engagement, public 
service, and community involvement will continue through the Ted Kanavas Memorial Scholarship 
recipient. The kids and I are incredibly grateful for Ted’s friends, family, neighbors, and colleagues, who 
made this scholarship a reality.” 
 
The endowed scholarship, which is administered through the Waukesha County Community Foundation, 
will be awarded every year to a four-year college-bound high school senior from Waukesha County who 
believes in the core principles that led Ted to be the epitome of a true statesman. These include 
subscribing to the classical liberal ideology of limited government, economic freedom, and individual 
liberty. The selection committee, led by Mary Kanavas, will choose a student who has shown academic 
success (3.0 minimum GPA), has made positive contributions through community service and 
extracurricular activities, and demonstrates financial need.  
 
Ted Kanavas valued faith, family, community, and service. A 1979 graduate of Brookfield East High 
School, Ted was active in politics his entire adult life and served three years on the Elmbrook School 
Board before being elected State Senator in Wisconsin’s 33rd Senate District, representing a large 
portion of Waukesha County and parts of Washington County. After retiring from the Wisconsin State 
Legislature in 2011, Ted continued his work in the private sector, creating a public and government affairs 
firm, Michael Best Strategies. An active member of the Brookfield community, Ted was passionate about 
and served in leadership capacities in numerous organizations, including: the Annunciation Greek 
Orthodox Church, Brookfield Bulldog Baseball Organization, the American Hellenic Educational 
Progressive Association, and the Wisconsin Technology Council. Ted’s greatest passions were his wife, 
Mary, and children, Kelly, Nick, and Kate. 
 
To learn more about the Ted Kanavas Memorial Scholarship or to receive a copy of the scholarship 
application, please contact Shelley Michalski at the Waukesha County Community Foundation: 
262.513.1861 or smichalski@waukeshafoundation.org. The scholarship application deadline is April 1, 
2018, and the scholarship recipient will be notified about his or her selection by April 29, 2018.  


