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Rep. Wachs Speaks to UW-EC Student Rally 
Discusses Harmful UW System Cuts, Encourages Students to Get Involved 

 

EAU CLAIRE – Today Rep. Dana Wachs (D-Eau Claire) addressed hundreds of UW-Eau Claire students at a 

rally on the UW-EC Campus Mall. The non-partisan rally was put on by students as a way to express opposition 

to the unprecedented $300 million cut to the UW System proposed by Governor Scott Walker in his 2015-2017 

State Budget.  

 

“The cuts that Governor Walker has proposed will have a devastating, long-term impact on our UW System and 

UW-Eau Claire,” said Rep. Wachs.  “It is important that students make their voices heard on how these cuts will 

affect them and hurt the educational opportunities that are vital to their economic success. I was proud to stand 

shoulder to shoulder with students today to let them know that I am on their side and I will continue to fight for 

them in Madison.” 

 

Rep. Wachs spoke to students about the importance of getting involved in the budget process by contacting 

legislators via e-mail, phone, or in person and having their parents do the same. 

 

“Given the nature of politics today, it would be easy to make this a hyper-partisan issue that distracts from the 

message that really matters-these cuts will have a long-lasting negative impact on Wisconsin’s economic 

security,” said Wachs. “But this isn’t a partisan issue-it affects everybody. It affects students and families, 

faculty and staff, and the Wisconsin businesses that depend on our outstanding higher education system to bring 

new ideas, skills, and energy to drive our economy. 

 

“Today’s rally was proof of democracy in action, and I was honored to be a part of it,” added Wachs.  “The 

Wisconsin Idea is something that has made the UW System a leader in research, innovation, and economic 

development and the envy of other higher educational systems throughout the country. Here in Eau Claire we 

are so lucky to be the home of one of the greatest examples of the Wisconsin Idea. UW-Eau Claire is not only a 

foundation of our community but a leader in economic growth throughout the Midwest. We must continue to 

fight for the UW System, UW-Eau Claire, and the exemplary tradition of the Wisconsin Idea.” 
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