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Representative Zamarripa Calls for Opposition to Anti-Immigrant Bills 

 

Madison – State Representative JoCasta Zamarripa (D-Milwaukee) released the following 

statement after Republicans scheduled a vote on two anti-immigrant bills for next week in the 

Assembly.  

 

“Republicans in the Legislature have scheduled two anti-immigrant bills for a vote in the full 

Assembly on Tuesday, February 16th.  I call on faith, community, and business leaders who work 

with the immigrant community, as well as citizens who know of the value of immigrants to our 

communities, to call, email, and visit the Capitol and let their legislators know that they oppose 

this legislation. 

 

“This week, committees in the Assembly and Senate approved two anti-immigrant bills.  The 

first, AB 723, places unnecessary hurdles before local governments that wish to issue local ID 

cards, such as a library card.  The card is aimed at populations who face difficulty in receiving a 

state-issued ID card or driver’s license, many of whom are immigrants.  These cards have been 

used elsewhere to help integrate immigrants into our communities.  

 

“The second bill, SB 369, would prohibit municipalities from passing laws that would prevent 

law enforcement officers from inquiring about the immigration status of people they contact.  

Similar laws elsewhere in the country have hindered relations between undocumented residents 

and law enforcement because victims and witnesses fear calling for help or cooperating with 

police for fear of having their loved ones, friends or neighbors exposed to potential deportation 

proceedings.  This hurts public safety for the entire community, not just among immigrants. 

 

“Those who wish to express their opposition to this legislation can call the Capitol hotline, from 

9:00 a.m. to 4:45 p.m., Monday-Friday, and ask to speak to their legislator.  In Madison, call 

608-266-9960, and toll-free everywhere else at 1-800-362-9472.  In addition, anyone can visit 

http://legis.wisconsin.gov/ to get their legislators’ contact information.” 
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