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MINORITY LEADER BARCA IGNORES FACTS IN BROADBAND DEBATE 

Statement by Rep. Quinn on AB 647 Floor Debate 
  

“When the words ‘based on a true story’ appear on-screen before a movie, the viewer can surmise that 
most of what he’s about to see is pure fiction. The same disclaimer should have appeared before 
Minority Leader Barca’s debate remarks on AB 647, which passed today with bi-partisan support, 81-15. 
  
As the cameras rolled in the Assembly chambers, Rep. Barca was ready for his close-up. The Minority 
Leader took the stage and turned his back on rural Wisconsin and the majority of his party to oppose AB 
647, which removes the cap on broadband expansion grant funding, and effectively increases available 
funds from $1.5 million to $4.5 million per year. Instead of addressing the bill, Barca repeatedly referred 
to the Walker administration’s 2011 decision to turn down federal funding for broadband, a decision 
Barca characterized as political. 

  
Except, it wasn’t. Industry leader Bill Esbeck, the Executive Director of the Wisconsin State 
Telecommunications Association, invalidated the Minority Leader’s statements in testimony made to 
the Assembly Committee on Mining and Rural Development last week: 

  
WSTA member companies… would have welcomed the opportunity to work with DOA 
[Department of Administration] on implementation of this grant. However, federal 
bureaucracy and burdensome, unreasonable grant requirements forced Wisconsin to 
decline the funds. Specifically, the grant required a 20 year commitment, while the 
state BadgerNet contract with the private sector providers extended only until 
2016.The risk, both to the state and my private sector companies, made the grant 
unworkable. 
  
Significantly, the DOA announced last year the completion of fiber builds to Wisconsin 
libraries. Lost in the rhetoric surrounding this issue is the fact that the February 2014 
announcement for the fiber projects for rural libraries accomplished the same goal as 
what the $23 million in federal grant money was targeting. 

  
In another bit of political theater, Barca read quotes from a January 26th Wisconsin State Journal 
article out of context, deliberately misrepresenting the quotes as being in relation to AB 647 or AB 798, 
two GOP-sponsored broadband expansion bills, neither of which were mentioned in the article. In fact, 
the State Journal published afollow-up article on February 3rd discussing my efforts to pass AB 798 and 
AB 820 – facts that somehow didn’t find their way into Rep. Barca’s performance. 

  

http://doa.wi.gov/Documents/Media/2014/Library%20Broadband%20Agreement%202.4.14.pdf
http://host.madison.com/wsj/news/local/govt-and-politics/rural-broadband-advocates-state-s-efforts-insignificant/article_9392cb87-8db0-5be0-ad71-6fd7ca62aa6c.html
http://host.madison.com/wsj/news/local/govt-and-politics/rural-broadband-advocates-state-s-efforts-insignificant/article_9392cb87-8db0-5be0-ad71-6fd7ca62aa6c.html
http://host.madison.com/wsj/news/local/govt-and-politics/rural-broadband-bills-would-boost-funding-streamline-local-approvals-and/article_18b53132-07ae-5eda-bfcf-4858130c6f60.html


Minority Leader Barca should save the theatrics for trained actors, and instead tell the truth: his political 
posturing is meant to obscure the fact that his party’s Madison-Milwaukee agenda is unpopular and 
unwanted in Wisconsin. 
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