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Wisconsin Operating Engineers Local 139’s Campaign Against Sunbelt  

Heads To Federal Court, Led By Regulators  
NLRB Seeks Injunction Against Rental Company’s ‘Misconduct’ 

 
(Pewaukee, Wis.) – On February 6, 2020, the National Labor Relations Board (“NLRB”) filed a 
petition in Federal Court in Milwaukee against Sunbelt, seeking preliminary and permanent 
injunctive relief ordering Sunbelt to recognize and bargain in good faith with Local 139 as the 
duly elected representatives of its Franksville employees. This is not a step the NLRB takes 
lightly and highlights the severity of Sunbelt’s misconduct. Click here for a copy of the NLRB’s 
petition.  
 
This action is the result of multiple allegations of federal law violations, known as unfair labor 
practice charges, which Local 139 filed against Sunbelt. A trial against Sunbelt before an 
Administrative law judge is currently ongoing over these alleged violations, including its refusal 
to bargain in good faith with Local 139; its sham “reorganization” of its Franksville location; and 
its layoff of its final bargaining unit employees. To stop Sunbelt from further infringing on the 
rights of Local 139 and the members it represents, the NLRB took action to obtain more 
immediate relief in the form of a Federal Court order against Sunbelt. 
 
Local 139 will continue to handbill and banner at various times and locations to publicize 
Sunbelt’s unlawful conduct and appreciates your support! 
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Established in 1902, Operating Engineers Local 139 is a statewide trade union that primarily represents skilled Operators of 
heavy construction equipment and mechanics who service the machines. The union has more than 10,000 active and retired 
members and is headquartered in Pewaukee. Local 139 also maintains district offices in Madison, Appleton and Altoona, as well 
as a state-certified training school for Operating Engineers in Coloma. For more information, please go to www.iuoe139.org 


