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Mandy Wright Calls on Parents to Speak out Against More than $1.5 Million Local Tax 

Dollars Siphoned from Wausau Public Schools 

Madison Republicans Quietly Attempt a New Laundering Scheme using Local Tax Dollars 

for Voucher School Special Interests 

 

WAUSAU – Wednesday, Republican leadership snuck an amendment to an unrelated bill in 

the Assembly Education Committee that will cost the Wausau School District $673,000.  

That’s on top of the $852,000 given to the Wausau School District that’s immediately 

taken out to fund Milwaukee private charter schools. 

 

“Republican leadership in Madison is rushing through bills that satisfy their out of 

state profiteering campaign donors at the expense of $22 million taken from our 

874,000 public school students across the state,” said Mandy Wright, candidate for the 

85th Assembly District. “Based on past elections, we know they’re looking to cash in 

on the millions of out of state campaign donations available for legislators that will 

vote to privatize - and profit off - our kids’ education.  Unfortunately, Republican 

changes to campaign disclosure law will make it harder for voters to know exactly how 

much those politicians are receiving to sell out their public schools.” 

 

Legislative Republicans are imposing severe cuts to public schools at a time when 

budgets have already passed and plans for programs and staffing have been made.  This 

amendment, AA2, was tied to an unrelated bill, AB 751. 

 

As a mother and taxpayer, Mandy Wright is outraged that our excellent local public 

schools, and opportunities for those kids, are being harmed to pay for schools that 

don’t have the same oversight and accountability as public schools. 

 

“School districts across the state have already had to raise their levy limits to 

compensate for the funds siphoned to voucher students; nearly 80% of which did not 

attend a public school in the previous year.  Now Republicans would require direct 

reimbursement for private school students from the public schools, with no ability to 

raise those funds,” said Wright.  “Either taxes go up with no increase in services, or 

programs and staff will be cut.” 

 

In 2014, Republicans passed a $30 million dollar tax credit with no income limit for 

parents sending their kids to private schools.  In 2015, they passed a budget that 

will allow an unlimited amount of students, and public funding, to flow through the 

voucher school system. 

 

“It’s obvious that elected Republicans are looking to destabilize and defund our 

public schools so that parents will look for other options.  They’ve opened the door 

to for-profit schools, funded off our tax dollars, to operate without the oversight of 

the public.  Legislation tied to campaign donations now are seen as an investment that 

will pay off in a for-profit system that feeds off our kids,” said Wright.  “Only 

parents, taxpayers, and voters can stop this corruption that harms education 

opportunities for our kids.  Visit my website at www.wrightforwi.org to sign up to 

advocate for our children, our schools, and our future.” 
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