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Bill to Allow College of Menominee Nation to Operate Public Library Passes Assembly 

 
 

Madison, WI – Legislation authored by Representative Jeff Mursau (R–Crivitz) allowing the 

College of Menominee Nation to provide library service to the residents of the tribe and other 

residents of the county, passed the Assembly today on a voice vote. 

 

“The College of Menominee Nation has done an excellent job delivering some much needed 

services to the members of their community,” expressed Mursau.  “This bill allows the 

College to be eligible for the benefits that come with being part of the state’s public library 

system.” 

 

Until about 2012, the county maintained a public library in Keshena.  In 2012, the county closed 

that library and turned all of the materials over to the College of the Menominee Nation. This bill 

would establish a framework for the College of the Menominee Nation’s library to be considered 

a public library, under chapter 43 of the statutes, so that the tribe and the county can continue to 

partner with each other to provide high-quality library services and fully participate in the 

Nicolet Federated Library System.    

 

“I appreciate the overwhelming support from my colleagues today,” said Mursau.  “We worked 

for months with the County, the College of Menominee Nation, Legislative Council, and the 

Department of Public Instruction to craft a bill that would allow this change to occur while also 

adhering to the requirements under current law for membership in a public library system.” 

 

The tribal college must submit annually to the public library board an accounting of expenditures 

of any funding received from the county and make library use free to county residents.  An 

additional requirement of the bill, is a tribal college-library must create a three member library 

board with one member each from the college, the county, and the American Indian Tribe or 

band that controls the college. 

 

An identical bill has been introduced in the Senate and will receive a public hearing next week. 
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