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Gudex Responds to High Cap Well Opposition  
Clean Wisconsin, FOCS prove that simple high capacity well reform is necessary 

Madison- LRB 1446 has a very simple purpose: give landowners back some of the certainty they had prior to 

2011.   

 

Prior to the Wisconsin Supreme Court’s Lake Beulah decision in 2011, landowners knew that once their high 

capacity wells were approved by the DNR, they could depend on those wells as long as they remained within 

the parameters placed on them by the DNR and state law. 

 

Post-Beulah, that certainty has disappeared. 

 

A coalition of groups led by Clean Wisconsin and Friends of the Central Sands have issued press releases 

objecting to LRB 1446 based on a succession of misinterpretations and straw man arguments.  This is exactly 

the kind of behavior that will prevent Wisconsin from reaching any sort of comprehensive agreement on water 

issues, which these same groups claim they want. 

 

LRB 1446 does one very simple thing.  If a landowner has a high capacity well that was approved by the DNR 

and is operated within the limits set by that approval, then that landowner can transfer the well to another person 

and can keep the well operating as long as they remain within those already-approved limits, under the 

continuing oversight of the DNR. 

 

This is necessary, particularly for smaller farmers, because of Beulah and other recent court cases which are 

placing greater bureaucratic burdens on those farmers and other landowners in Wisconsin. 

 

More comprehensive work is needed on these issues, but as we all know and as these responses to LRB 1446 

prove, comprehensive reforms are extremely difficult to achieve.  We should not be willing to leave 

Wisconsin’s farmers high and dry while we wait for comprehensive reform that may never come. 
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