
 

 

 

 

To:  Wisconsin State Assembly  
Date: February 11, 2016  
From:  Tony Gibart, Public Policy Director 
Re:   Opposition to Assembly Bill 568 

 
 

This memo outlines End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin’s (End Abuse’s) opposition to Assembly Bill 568. 

End Abuse is the statewide voice for survivors of domestic violence and local domestic violence victim 

service providers throughout the state. We are opposed to Assembly Bill 568 because it will directly lead 

to domestic violence victims being removed from their homes, simply because they have been victimized.  

1. Assembly Bill 568 undermines the bipartisan victim notice protections enacted last 

session. 

While the legislation appears to, on its face, protect the rights of crime victims, it actually negates 

important victim rights, which had bipartisan support and were the product of compromise during the 

passage of last session’s landlord omnibus bill, 2013 Senate Bill 179.  

During the debate on 2013 Senate Bill 179, there was bipartisan agreement that, if landlords would be 

given the power to evict tenants for criminal activity that tenants themselves did not commit, it would be 

essential that all tenants be provided notice of the laws that limit the ability of landlords to evict victims of 

domestic violence, sexual assault and stalking. The need for this notice is based on common sense: 

many victims of horrific crimes will not be able to research the Wisconsin State Statutes when confronted 

with re-traumatizing and intimating eviction notices. Therefore, 2013 Senate 179 was amended to require 

that any lease that allows for eviction based on criminal activity must include notice of protections for 

victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and stalking as a condition of that lease being enforceable. 

(See SSA 1, Lasee, Olsen, Schultz, and SA 18 to SSA1, Lasee, Erpenbach.)  

AB 568 makes these protections essentially meaningless. Under section 23 of the bill, landlords will be 

empowered to evict tenants in an extremely expedited manner via the statutory mechanism provided in 

the bill. Therefore, the written lease could be silent on the issue of eviction for criminal activity and thus 

not trigger the notice requirements added under 2013 Senate Bill 179 (s. 704.44(10)). As a result, victims 

in Wisconsin will be given 5-day notices to vacate their homes without the knowledge of likely defenses 

against eviction. The practical result is that many victims will be re-victimized by being effectively removed 

from their homes because of their abusers’ crimes. The fact AB 568 does not technically allow for the 

eviction of crime victims is of little practical value. Victims will lack this knowledge because the notice 

requirements under s. 704.44(10) will have been circumvented. With all that victims have to deal with in 

the aftermath of abuse, it is unreasonable to expect them to research landlord-tenant law within five days 

or be in the position of having to spend those five days packing their belongings.   
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2. AB 568 will result in victims being kicked out of their homes. This result will occur 

whenever landlords are given the right to evict tenants based on criminal activity for which 

the tenants are not responsible. AB 568’s exception for statutory crime victims fails to 

protect many victims.  

Although the current protections, which AB 568 undermines, are intended to lessen the number of victims 

forced to move, the current protections by no means protect all victims. Therefore, creating a 5-day 

eviction process that operates regardless of the tenant’s personal responsibility will result in numerous 

victims being forced out of their homes as a result of their victimization. Consider the following scenario: 

Anne is a 19-year-old woman who is living with her grandmother while she attends community 

college. Anne’s boyfriend Trevor comes over to the grandmother’s apartment to watch a movie 

for class with Anne while the grandmother is away. After the movie, Trevor tries to take things too 

far with Anne and she asks him to leave. Trevor becomes irate and starts screaming, calling 

Anne offensive names at the top of his lungs. As Anne tries to get Trevor out of the apartment, he 

pushes her to the ground and kicks her in the chest. The neighbors call the police and Trevor is 

charged with disorderly conduct. Neighbors complain that children heard Trevor screaming 

offensive words.  

Under AB 658, Anne’s grandmother could be served with a five-day notice to vacate. Because she is not 

a statutory “crime victim” the grandmother has no defense to the eviction. Anne, the victim of domestic 

violence, will also be forced to find a new home because she was not on the lease and could not afford 

the rent on her own in any case. 

For these reasons, End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin is opposed to Assembly 568 and strongly urges the 

Assembly to reject this legislation. If you have any questions, please contact me at 

tonyg@endabusewi.org or 608.237.3452. 
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