
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Date:  February 11, 2020 
Contact: Jennifer Western Hauser, Policy Liaison 
Policy1@wisconsinwetlands.org or (608)250-9971 

 

Wetland Science Conference Kicks Off February 18 in Elkhart Lake 
 

The Wisconsin Wetlands Association is hosting its 25th annual Wetland Science Conference in Elkhart Lake on 
February 18 – 20. The multi-day conference will focus on the theme, A Clear Vision for Wetlands, and kicks off 
with a social event that is free and open to the public on February 18 from 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm. At this social event 
and general member meeting, the public can learn about Wisconsin Wetlands Association’s work in 2019 and 
meet other wetland enthusiasts and experts. 
 

What: Wetland Science Conference Social and Annual Meeting  
When: February 18, 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

Where: Osthoff Resort in Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin (Elkhart Lake Ballroom) 
Cost: Free and open to the public 

 

Another event that the public may register for is a dinner banquet on February 19, featuring a presentation by 
award-winning author, Ben Goldfarb. Goldfarb is the author of Eager: The Surprising, Secret Life of Beavers and 
Why They Matter, which the Washington Post named one of the best books of 2018. A ticket for the banquet is 
$50; purchase before February 13 by clicking here or visiting conference.wisconsinwetlands.org/banquet.  After 
February 13, call our office at 608-250-9971 to purchase a ticket. 

 

What: Wetland Science Conference Banquet 
When: February 19, 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm 

Where: Osthoff Resort in Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin (Grand Libelle Ballroom) 
Cost: $50 advanced registration required  

 

For full conference registrants, the two-day event includes the annual meeting and banquet, plus keynote 
speakers, workshops, working groups, a poster session, and field trips to area wetlands. The conference has 
almost 350 people registered from Wisconsin and neighboring states, including scientists, restoration consultants, 
regulators, and students, among others.   

“This conference brings together a broad array of wetland professionals to share ideas about the latest in wetland 
protection, restoration, and management techniques,” said Katie Beilfuss, Outreach Programs Director for the 
Wisconsin Wetlands Association. “Attendees can share stories about wetland conservation projects and build 
partnerships to focus on large-scale watershed restoration.” 

Wetlands serve important functions on the landscape. Increasingly, wetlands are being valued as solutions to 
water problems because they help keep lakes and rivers clean, store floodwaters, and build resilience to more 
frequent swings of severe weather. They also provide vital habitat for wildlife species: more than 75% of Wisconsin’s 
wildlife depend on wetlands at some point in their lives.   



 
 

 

“This conference will incorporate discussion on building a clear vision for wetlands as solutions to help our communities 
be more resilient,” said Beilfuss. “We invite land use planners and professionals, along with water and wildlife 
professionals and enthusiasts in the region, to attend our conference.” 

To view the full conference schedule or register to attend, click here or visit conference.wisconsinwetlands.org. 
 
ABOUT WISCONSIN WETLANDS ASSOCIATION 
Wisconsin Wetlands Association (WWA) is dedicated to the protection, restoration, and enjoyment of wetlands and associated 
ecosystems through science-based programs, education, and advocacy. WWA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that has 
received international acclaim for its effective and engaging wetland education and outreach programs. Established in 1969, 
WWA is the first and oldest statewide organization focused exclusively on wetland protection. Our members include wetland 
scientists and educators, conservationists, hunters, concerned citizens, landowners, and local and regional organizations. Visit 
WWA online at www.wisconsinwetlands.org or visit us on Facebook. 
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