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Public Health Groups Urge Legislature to Increase Vapor Product Purchase Age to 21 
 

(Kimberly, WI) – February 11, 2020 – The use of vapor products among Wisconsin teenagers is on the 
rise. According to the 2018 Wisconsin Youth Tobacco Survey, 20.1 percent of Wisconsin high schoolers 
surveyed admitted to regularly using vapor products, an increase of 154 percent since 2014. Additionally, 
the data indicate a 272 percent increase in usage of vapor products among middle schoolers since 2014.  
 
Wisconsin is not unique. The use of vapor products among teenagers has rapidly increased nationwide. In 
an effort to combat this public health crisis, the federal government raised the age of purchase for most 
vapor and tobacco products to age 21 in December 2019.  While the policy set a national standard, 
Wisconsin needs to pass state legislation to ensure local law enforcement have the authority to enforce 
the law. As identified by law enforcement associations, local law enforcement is tasked with enforcing 
state law, not federal.  Until state law matches the federal policy, it’s difficult for local police departments 
to enforce an age 21 purchase law.   
 
In 2019, the legislature introduced Assembly Bill 422/Senate Bill 364, which aimed to set the age of 
purchase for tobacco products and vapor products to age 21. On February 10, a substitute amendment 
was introduced to Assembly Bill 422, which essentially ties the state to federal law by requiring 
individuals must be age 21 to purchase nicotine products. However, the substitute amendment does not 
require individuals to be 21 to purchase vapor products. 
 
Although some vapor products include nicotine and would be subject to the legislation, some vapor 
products do not contain nicotine but do possess a variety of other harmful chemicals.  
 
For instance, there has been an outbreak of a vaping-related disease nationwide called EVALI. According 
to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, over 2,700 people have been hospitalized and sixty 
individuals have died. Research has shown chemicals like Vitamin E acetate, not nicotine, are linked to 
the disease. Assembly Amendment 1 to Assembly Bill 422 does not prohibit individuals under age 21 
from obtaining products with Vitamin E acetate if the products do not have nicotine. Essentially, the 
substitute amendment does not adequately address the dangers of youth vaping.  
 
For the sake of uniformity in regulation and adequately addressing the dangers of youth vaping, the 
Wisconsin Public Health Association (WPHA) and Wisconsin Association of Local Health Departments 
and Boards (WALHDAB) urge the legislature to amend the substitute amendment and ensure “vapor 
products” are included in the group of products that require purchasers to be age 21, regardless if those 
products contain nicotine.  
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