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Representative Zamarripa Speaks Against Republican Anti-Immigrant Bills 

 

Madison – State Representative JoCasta Zamarripa (D-Milwaukee) released the following 

statement after testifying against two anti-immigrant bills the Republicans are ramming through 

the Legislature.  

 

“Today, the Assembly Committee on State Affairs and Government Operations held a  

hearing and executive session on AB 723, which prevents local governments from issuing local 

ID cards, such as a library card.  The card is aimed at populations who face difficulty in 

receiving a state-issued ID card or driver’s license, many of whom are immigrants.  Although I 

am a committee member, I took the witness chair to testify against this bill as well as voted 

against it. The effort to provide these cards was aimed at the least among us, often on the 

margins of our society, who have difficulty securing state ID cards and fully participating in the 

life of our community 

 

“In addition, another anti-immigrant bill, SB 369, would forbid municipalities from enacting 

ordinances that would prohibit their law enforcement officers from inquiring about the 

immigration status of people they contact.  Municipalities that violate the law would see their 

state aid slashed.  This will have a chilling effect on public safety for the entire community as 

undocumented people become more hesitant to contact law enforcement for fear of having their 

loved ones, friends or neighbors exposed to potential deportation proceedings.  I testified against 

this legislation as well. 

 

“These two pieces of legislation are both stripping local governments over control of their own 

communities, and singling out immigrants in order to marginalize them from our public life.  The 

public safety and economic health of our neighborhoods are greatly enhanced when everyone in 

our community, immigrant or not, is welcomed to feel that they are a part of them.” 
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