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MENOMINEE BUCKS FOR MILWAUKEE BUCKS: 
MENOMINEE TRIBE OFFERS $220 MILLION TO COVER TAXPAYER SHARE OF NEW BUCKS ARENA 

 

Proposal for private-sector funding would erase need for State taxpayer money for new facility,  
free State funding for UW, public schools, senior care, roads and more 

 

Arena contribution would be on top of increased $275 million bond to protect state 
 and $1.2 billion revenue-sharing agreement 

 

TOTAL STATE BENEFIT = $1.7 BILLION 
  

MILWAUKEE – The Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin today announced it will contribute $220 million to cover State 

taxpayers’ share for a new Milwaukee Bucks arena in Downtown Milwaukee if its proposed Menominee Hard Rock Kenosha 

Casino & Hotel is allowed to move forward. Menominee Chairman Gary Besaw said that in addition to keeping the Bucks in 

Milwaukee, the move would free State taxpayer money Gov. Scott Walker currently has earmarked for a new arena and allow it 

to be redirected to support the University of Wisconsin, public schools, senior care, roads and other critical needs.  

The Tribe asked for a formal meeting with Gov. Walker as soon as he returns from his Great Britain trip aimed at 

attracting foreign business investment to Wisconsin. The governor is set to return to the U.S. on Friday. 

 “We have watched with interest as Gov. Walker has proposed using $220 million in public money to help build a new 

Milwaukee arena for the Bucks, and we’ve watched as state legislators, conservative groups and others from throughout 

Wisconsin and across the political spectrum object to using taxpayer money for such a project when the State is cutting UW 

funding by $300 million, reducing care for our seniors, lacking money to support public schools and is being forced to borrow 

hundreds of millions of dollars for our roads,” Besaw said. “Even the Assembly’s highest-ranking Republican said last week that 

the governor’s plan had ‘zero chance’ for approval. 

“Providing public funding for sports facilities is always a dicey political proposition,” he added. “Our proposal eliminates 

a big political problem and creates a major advantage to state taxpayers. We want Wisconsin to stay big-league. But we also 

want to help make sure State taxpayers don’t bear the financial burden of keeping the team.” 

 

Tribe ups bond to further protect State and taxpayers  

 

Besaw also said the Menominee will increase to $275 million the bond it would post to cover any potential, but very 

unlikely, state losses from other gaming agreements. The $220 million arena contribution and the $275 million bond would be on 

top of the $1.2 billion in Kenosha casino gaming proceeds the Tribe has already committed to the State of Wisconsin, making for 

a total contribution to the State of $1.7 billion. 

 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/nba/2015/02/04/wisconsin-speaker-says-bucks-arena-plan-has-zero-chance/22855425/
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“Gov. Walker has claimed many, many times that he will not leave taxpayers on the hook for $100 million or more in 

supposed losses due to gaming agreements with the Forest County Potawatomi. Candidly, his position is puzzling because no one 

– including the governor’s own outside counsel that he specifically hired to examine our project in detail – believes such losses 

are possible. Nonetheless, we’ve put a strengthened proposal to indemnify the state on the table,” he said. “Menominee 

guarantees that if the State has to refund all of the money the Potawatomi gave the State in the past, Menominee will cover that. 

If the Potawatomi refuse to honor their obligations and pay the State any more money going forward, Menominee will cover 

that. And if the Potawatomi try to sue the State – even though legal and policy experts have said such a lawsuit would be 

unsuccessful – Menominee will even pay for the State’s lawyers. 

“Gov. Walker, the fact of the matter is that taxpayers are off the hook,” Besaw added. “They’re off the hook for any 

costs related to the Kenosha casino, and now they are off the hook from any burden related to a new NBA arena in Milwaukee.” 

Besaw said the Tribe’s new offers provide a clear picture of how the Kenosha casino will benefit Wisconsin. 

“This proposal eliminates the need for State taxpayer funds to build a new arena, increases protections and firmly and 

factually resolves other concerns. It shows the Kenosha casino is truly a win-win-win for Wisconsin,” he said. “We encourage 

Gov. Walker to give this new information and these new benefits fresh, reasoned and serious consideration – and meet with 

us at his earliest convenience upon returning to the State. There are now 1.7 billion good reasons to be a strong leader for 

Wisconsin and say yes.” 

The Tribe is not seeking naming rights for the new arena as part of its offer, he said, but would welcome the 

opportunity to talk about cultural representation, appropriate signage and marketing opportunities and ways to enhance 

sustainability and green building methods at a new building. 

Gov. Walker’s final decision on the Kenosha casino proposal is due on Feb. 19. Officials with the U.S. Department of 

Interior’s Bureau of Indian Affairs have made clear that they would give full consideration to a second review and 

determination from the governor by that deadline. 
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