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Heaton Bill to Combat Child Abuse Passes Assembly, Heads to Governor 

Bill Creates the Crime of Repeated Acts of Physical Abuse of a Child 

MADISON – Today, the Wisconsin State Assembly approved Senate Bill (SB) 325 authored by 

Representative Dave Heaton (Wausau) and Senator Rob Cowles (Green Bay) by a voice vote.  SB 

325 creates the new crime of repeated acts of physical abuse of the same child. 

“One of the most important duties we have as legislators, is to speak for those who cannot speak for 

themselves.  The same can be said of prosecutors who speak for victims of crime so that they may 

have justice.” said Rep. Heaton. “That is why I authored SB 325, legislation that helps prosecutors 

speak for and defend our most vulnerable citizens and our most valued treasures – our children.” 

The new crime created by SB 325 is modeled after Wisconsin’s current crime of repeated acts of 

sexual abuse against a child.  Under this bill, prosecutors will be able to charge an offender with 

repeated acts of physical abuse of the same child by proving that at least three (3) acts of physical 

abuse occurred over a set period of time.  As children are often not the best with times and dates, 

this legislation gives District Attorneys the ability to set time periods for when instances of abuse 

have occurred. 

“While this bill is an effective tool to deter and punish child abuse, we must continue to work to 

address the underlying cause of such horrific criminal activity,” said Rep. Heaton.  “How did we get 

to the point where child abuse is so prevalent?  How did we get to the point where adults, parents, 

the traditional protectors of children, treat their children like animals, or chattel?  Why do so many 

in our society disrespect and offend the dignity of human life?  That is the underlying disease that I 

hope and pray that we focus on today and in the future.” 

“With that said, this important legislation will give prosecutors another tool to help protect the 

children of Wisconsin from abuse,” said Rep. Heaton.  I am pleased to see SB 325 approved by the 

Assembly and look forward to seeing the Governor sign it into law.”  

SB 325 has passed both houses of the legislature and now heads to Governor Walker for his 

signature. 
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