
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
February 10, 2021 
 
Senator Howard Marklein 
Joint Finance Committee Co-Chair 
Room 316 East 
State Capitol 
 
Representative Mark Born 
Joint Finance Committee Co-Chair 
Room 308 East 
State Capitol 
 
DELIVERED ELECTRONICALLY 
 
Dear Co-Chair Marklein and Co-Chair Born,  
 
I am writing today to respectfully request that you keep Governor Evers’ proposal to legalize marijuana for 
recreational and medicinal purposes in Wisconsin for those over 21 years of age in the 2021-23 biennial 
budget.  
 
Legalizing marijuana and taxing it similar to alcohol will raise revenue at a critical time and ensure that 
dollars that would have otherwise been spent in Wisconsin aren’t going to surrounding states that have 
already taken steps toward legalization or have fully legalized recreational marijuana like Michigan and 
Illinois. 
 
As you know, legalizing marijuana is expected to generate more than $165 million per year, starting in the 
second year of the biennium, and Governor Evers proposes to reinvest nearly $80 million in funds generated 
by taxing marijuana in communities across the state through the Community Reinvestment Fund and 
sparsity aid to support local rural schools. During a global pandemic, this is a pragmatic, safe way to raise 
state revenues, refocus our priorities, and invest in Wisconsin’s future. As this measure clearly has a fiscal 
impact, and is not strictly policy, I am asking you both to keep this in the budget and debate its merits.  
 
Prohibition does not work. Our current policies have led to egregious racial disparities in our criminal justice 
system. This budget provision is about the prosperity, safety, and equity of all of our communities- 
communities of color who have been disproportionately impacted by decades-old policies that do not reflect 
our current world. 
 
In addition to the positive impacts on equity in our state, marijuana legalization would also help support 
Wisconsin’s rural and agricultural communities. These communities would benefit from the economic 
opportunities provided by marijuana legalization and the additional sparsity aid Governor Evers has wisely 
included in this budget provision. The bottom line is that this will create statewide benefits. 



 
I am asking you both to set politics aside and consider this proposal on its merits. Wisconsin is quickly 
becoming an island of prohibition. Every session that we refuse to legalize marijuana is a session we lose out 
to our Midwestern states in prosperity, and we fall behind in our moral obligation as legislators to ensure 
equality under the law for those we represent.  
 
Thank you for your time and consideration of this request. Please do not hesitate to contact my office if you 
have any questions.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Melissa Agard 
State Senator  
16th Senate District 

 
 
 
 
 
 


