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Representative Berceau Officially Announces Retirement 
 
Representative Terese Berceau (D – Madison) announced last Friday that she will not be seeking re-
election in the fall of 2018.   
 
Berceau served the 77th Assembly district, including the near west side of Madison and Shorewood Hills, 
since 1999.  Before the 2010 redistricting, her district contained a portion of Fitchburg and parts of the Town 
of Madison.  Prior to her tenure in the legislature, Berceau was a Dane County Board Supervisor. 
 
Six days before her election to the Assembly, Berceau was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma, but never 
missed a meeting during her treatment.  Later, she underwent heart by-pass surgery to repair damage done 
by the radiation from Hodgkin’s. A few years after that, she was diagnosed with breast cancer. 
 
“I do think I understand more than some that we do not live forever, and I have other things I’d like to pursue” 
said Berceau.  “This position has truly been my passion, not a job, and I am grateful to have had the honor 
to serve in the legislature of our state.  I have been fortunate to represent a district of caring, educated, and 
involved people with shared values about education, our environment, and a government that supports us 
all and serves as a force for good.” 
 
Berceau has been known as an outspoken advocate on a number of issues, especially requiring universal 
background checks for the purchase of guns.  In her early years in the legislature she fought for significant 
legislation on behalf of domestic violence victims including ending the requirement that a person being 
harassed pay for a restraining order, obtaining an audit of Dane County’s Family Court Counseling service 
after learning that it was difficult for domestic violence victims to navigate, and passing a bill requiring judges 
to consider evidence of domestic violence in divorce cases when deciding placement and custody of 
children. 
 
Drunk driving and alcohol abuse issues were also something Berceau tried to tackle, with little success in 
a state where the beer drinking culture is strong.  She proposed an increase in the beer tax to fund rehab 
programs to assist the nearly 2/3rds of people in our criminal justice system with alcohol and drug abuse 
problems.  She was a champion in defending reproductive rights for women, authoring the Contraceptive 
Equity bill that requires insurance plans to cover contraceptives if they cover other prescriptions.  She 
vigorously supported stem cell research and science on campus, and as the ranking member of the 
Assembly Committee on Colleges and Universities, fought against Republican attacks on university 
professors and funding cuts at the U.W. 
 
Berceau said she is leaving because “it is time.”  “While Governor Walker and the Republican majority have 
made for bad times in our state, I am not giving up the fight to return Wisconsin to its roots as a national 
leader in furthering progressive values.  I will still help the campaigns this summer and fall when I hope we 
will see the Republican agenda rejected and more Democrats elected.” 


