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Bill to Block Local IDs Advances, 

Hundreds of Immigrant Families & 
Supporters Vow to Continue to 

Build Opposition 

  

Today, the Wisconsin Senate Committee on Elections and Local Government passed SB 533, a bill to 

block local IDs, by a vote of 3-2. The bill is not yet law and still must pass the full Senate and 
Assembly and be signed by the Governor. 

Over 130 families spent the day at the Capitol to demonstrate their opposition to SB 533 as well as AB 
450, the so-called anti-sanctuary bill. Community members held a press conference where they were 
joined by Madison Chief of Police Mike Koval and others. At the press conference advocates celebrated 
the fact that the Dairy Business Association had registered against both bills and read a letter from the 
Milwaukee County Department on Aging opposing SB 533. 

Following the press conference, a delegation led by Voces de la Frontera leader Guadalupe Romero 
and Donna Veatch of the Wisconsin United Methodist Conference delivered a letter to Governor Walker 

calling on him to oppose SB 533 and AB 450. Community members then met with legislators to 
encourage them to oppose the bills. The 1pm vote on SB 533 was held in a room that was for too 

small to hold the crowd, who packed the hallway and sang the song “Vienen con Alegría” (“They Come 
Happily”) outside. After the vote, community members chanted “Walker, escucha, estamos en la 
lucha” (“Walker, listen, we are in the struggle”) and committed to fight against the bills. 

“People are deeply committed to escalating,” said Christine Neumann-Ortiz, Executive Director of 
Voces de la Frontera, following the vote. “In the last few weeks, even with incredibly short notice for 
public hearings and votes, more than 1000 people have mobilized to the Capitol to oppose anti-
immigrant legislation. They’re making their voices heard and sacrificing to get here. People are 



committed to resisting these bills and remaining engaged long-term to ensure that the voice of Latino 

and immigrant Wisconsinites is respected. We encourage people to call Governor Walker at (608) 266-
1212 and ask him to oppose SB 533.” 

“I know today that there are people who are living in the shadows of my community who may have 
witnessed crimes, or who themselves were victims of crimes,” said Chief Koval. “But because of their 
concerns of what reporting these issues might be in terms of their deportation status, they are 

hanging back, they are reluctant, and they are setting themselves and others in the community up for 
additional victimization because no one in the police even knew it occurred. So from my standpoint, 
symbolic or otherwise, this sort of legislation sets the wrong tone at the wrong time, when now, more 
than ever, police have to work diligently to work down those gaps of trust that have occurred. This 
sets us back in that endeavor and that mission.” 

Video of Chief Koval's speech is available here. 
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https://voces.ourpowerbase.net/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=144&qid=286362

