
 
 
 

Statement by Rep. Frederick P. Kessler on UW System Funding: 
 
Following the state budget address by Governor Scott Walker, Representative Frederick P. Kessler 
made the following statements: 
 
“The Governor’s proposal regarding the University of Wisconsin System is misguided at best, 
dangerous and disastrous at the worst.” 
 
“After an already huge cut to its budget - the UW System was subject to a huge reduction in the 
Governor’s last budget - the stage is set for yet another dramatic reduction in the funds appropriated 
to this tremendous state asset.” 
 
“There can be nothing worse done at the state level than what Governor Walker is now proposing.” 
 
“First, class sizes will increase, courses necessary for graduation will be decreased, faculty will leave, 
the two-year campuses will be reduced, and all communities with UW campuses will suffer 
economically.” 
 
“Second, in order to be able to maintain some of its ability to function, the System will admit more 
non-resident students and foreign students because they will be paying higher tuition, and will 
reduce the number of Wisconsin students, particularly at its premier campuses.” 
 
“Third, when the tuition freeze ends in two years, by making the UW System ‘quasi-public’, cutting 
another $300 million from its budget in exchange for autonomy, what the Governor is really doing is 
potentially making it nearly impossible for middle-income students to achieve their university 
education at a UW System campus.  For instance, at the University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee, if there 
were a 40% tuition increase to help offset the Governor’s proposed reductions, annual tuition would 
increase from $9,390 per year to $13,146 per year.” 
 
“The Governor talks about wanting to rebuild the Wisconsin economy, about making Wisconsin a 
shining example of what can be done at a national level.  Yet, he can’t be serious about that when it 
comes to this proposed action.  We are talking about one of our state’s greatest assets.” 
 
“The University of Wisconsin System is far and away the greatest job creator the state has in terms of 
producing talent that employers say they want.  Now, the Governor wants to make sure that as few 
state residents as possible get to take part in that endeavor.” 
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