
Overview of PFAS Management Zones Proposals 
LRBs 5179/1 (Structure) and 5180/1 (Financing)  

 
 LRBs 5179 and 5180 work in unison to provide the legal framework for establishing 

PFAS Management Zones and what activities take place within a Zone, while also 

providing funding to the DNR along with local and residential assistance to help cover 

the expenses of testing and providing clean water.  

 Generally, the purpose of a PFAS Management Zone is to provide clear direction to the 

DNR on the Legislature’s intent behind this effort. The goals of Zones are to define 

geographical areas in this state that are characterized by elevated levels of PFOA and 

PFOS in surface water or groundwater that is used as a source for public or private 

drinking water. The purpose of PFAS Management Zones is to provide guidelines that 

target areas of the state most affected by PFAS contamination to, in the short-term, 

protect public health and welfare and, in the long-term, research the best methods and 

most economically and technically feasible outcomes for implementing statewide 

standards, for performing cleanup measures, including soil and sediment remediation, 

and for properly disposing of contaminants.  

 
Testing by Local Utilities in a PFAS Management Zone:  
 

 LRB 5179 requires the DNR to establish emergency rules to require that public water 

systems test for PFOA, PFOS, PFHxS, PFHpA, PFNA, and PFBS if water is pulled from 

inside a PFAS Management Zone, and submit the results to the DNR.  

 Wastewater utilities must also test biosolids if: 1) The biosolid is from a utility serving 

portions of a PFAS Management Zone and is being taken offsite, or; 2) The biosolids are 

going to be spread in a PFAS Management Zone. If both apply, tests must only be 

completed once, and testing results must be submitted to the DNR.  

 
Assistance to Localities and Well Owners in PFAS Management Zones:  
 

 Drinking water and wastewater utilities that serve an area with a PFAS Management 

Zone are prioritized, to the extent possible, within the Safe Drinking Water Loan 

Program and Clean Water Fund, respectively.  

 Well owners inside of a PFAS Management Zone that may otherwise qualify for the Well 

Compensation Grant program based on income eligibility will be prioritized within the 

program, with the highest levels of contamination first.  

- LRB 5180 will provide an extra $100,000 to the Well Comp program targeted 

towards filtration for PFAS contamination.  

 

 

 



 
Establishing a PFAS Management Zone:  
 

 A PFAS Management Zone is first determined by one ‘positive test’ of PFOA and PFOS 

in a surface or groundwater used for drinking in excess of 70 ppt, the only promulgated 

PFAS standard federally or in Wisconsin. One-mile in each direction is the preliminary 

Zone as the Department looks within a one to two-mile range of the Zone for five 

positive tests. The Department continues to expand the Zone and the testing region in 

one-mile increments after finding five positive tests until:  

- They can no longer find five positive tests, or;  

- They find a discernable path of contamination (i.e. direction of flow in a 

groundwater table or flow of a river), in which case they follow the path of 

contamination in one-mile increments until they can no longer find five positive 

tests.  

 Before establishing a final PFAS Management Zone, the DNR shall hold a public 

meeting before establishing a Zone.  

 
Actions by the DNR in a PFAS Management Zone:  
 

 LRB 5179 requires the DNR to test for PFOA, PFOS, PFHxS, PFHpA, PFNA, and PFBS 

in soil and sediment, including lake and river bed sediment, groundwater, surface water, 

drinking water, biosolids, and fish and wildlife tissue.  

 The DNR must establish a website for each PFAS Management Zone, including 

information on the boundaries of a Zone, how the Zone was established, results of testing 

conducted by the DNR, and more.  

 The DNR must provide notification to local governments in three stages on Zones, 

including the first positive test, when they establish a Zone, and when the webpage 

mentioned above is active.  

 Zones will dissolve within four-years, and testing requirements expire within three-years.  

 


