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It’s time to lift veil 

of secrecy under which 

WIAA operates 
The WIAA’s recent memo about sportsmanship cast a spotlight on the organization and triggered many 

regrets. 

Resulting ridicule of the Wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic Association spread beyond the Badger State 

and caught the attention of Sports Illustrated, ESPN and even late-night talker Stephen Colbert. 

Much of the backlash was unfair. After all, why skewer an organization that was not creating new policy 

but only reminding athletic directors to encourage sportsmanship by discouraging negative chants by fans? 

While critics argue the memo amounted to excessive political correctness, every public school district must 

have an anti-bullying policy. It makes sense to extend that policy to what happens in gyms and on football 

fields and ball diamonds. 

This brouhaha caught the attention of Rep. John Nygren, R-Marinette, who called it embarrassing to 

Wisconsin. 

“It is clear, beyond all doubt, that left unchecked, an authority like the WIAA will continue to test the 

boundaries to see how far they can go,” he wrote in a column. 

Nygren vowed to reintroduce legislation that would subject the WIAA to Wisconsin’s public records and 

open meetings laws. Former Rep. Tony Staskunas, a Democrat, introduced such a bill in 2009, but it went 

nowhere. 

“When decisions are made with taxpayer money, the public deserves to have a say, or at least a look into 

the decision room,” Nygren wrote. 

No argument here. But those sentiments are surprising coming from Nygren, who last year joined 

colleagues on the Joint Finance Committee in approving a sneaky Fourth of July weekend plan to gut the 

state’s acclaimed open records law. The media and good-government advocates pounced, and supporters of 

the measure retreated. 

Maybe Nygren learned his lesson. 

The WIAA argues that as a voluntary, private, nonprofit organization, it should be exempt from open-

government laws. It points out that it publishes an annual yearbook full of information. 

It also will reason that, as the Green Bay Press-Gazette reported, it gets just 6 percent of revenues from 

public schools. Yet 90 percent more comes from ticket sales for tournament games. And where are those 

games held? The vast majority are at public school facilities built and maintained by taxpayers. 

The WIAA essentially is a quasi-government agency. Sure, membership is optional, but public schools 

have no good alternative but to join. And in relatively secrecy, the WIAA crafts rules that athletes and 

coaches in public schools must follow. That veil also covers critical decisions on schedules and conference 

alignments, such as the one being considered that would shift Orfordville Parkview. 

We have an appropriate chant, one Nygren would applaud: “You can’t do that.” 

Likewise, the WIAA should be accountable to taxpayers. Its decisions should be made in public with 

plenty of chances for not just coaches and administrators to comment but parents and interested residents, as 

well. 

Time to lift the veil. 


