
 
 

   
 

 
 

The Lutheran Office for Public Policy in Wisconsin Opposes Any Repeal of  
Governor Evers’ Emergency Order or the Mask Mandate 

 
The Lutheran Office for Public Policy in Wisconsin (LOPPW), representing over 400,000 
baptized members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, unequivocally opposes any 
legislative action that removes the Governor’s statewide mask mandate without passing new 
legislation for equivalent protection. 

During this COVID-19 pandemic, LOPPW has been guided by scripture, our Lutheran 
theology, and the advice and research of scientists and public health officials.  Public health 
experts have made numerous pleas for universal mask wearing and other preventive measures to 
slow the spread of COVID-19 and saves lives. Because the Gospel makes clear our obligation to 
care for our neighbors and protect those most vulnerable in our society, we are compelled to 
ensure our government is doing everything it can to slow the spread, which includes the 
enforcement of a statewide mask mandate. 

The current Emergency Order, which includes the statewide mask mandate, protects the health 
of all Wisconsinites. However, we now know that this Emergency Order also allows for almost 
$50 million dollars per month in expanded SNAP funding via the most recent federal stimulus 
bill.  The legislature should oppose Senate Joint Resolution 3 and boldly support both the mask 
mandate and 15% raise in monthly federal FoodShare benefits during the pandemic, without 
diminishing health protections in other bills, such as in Assembly Bill 1. 

We ask that Speaker Vos, Senate Majority Leader LeMahieu, and the entire Wisconsin State 
Legislature support the Governor’s Emergency Order or write separate legislation to create a 
new mask mandate.  By supporting state public health orders that follow the Center of Disease 
Control and Prevention guidelines, we can help save lives, protect communities, fight food 
insecurity.  Let’s send a united message that Wisconsinites look out for each other.  
 
 
 
 
 

          _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6401 Odana Rd. � Suite 20 �Madison, WI  53719 � 608-270-0201 � www.loppw.org 
LOPPW is a ministry of the ELCA 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
February 2, 2021 
 
 

          Contact:  Rev. Cindy Crane  
                          cindyc@loppw.org  608-469-5836 
                           
 

                                                                   
 


