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‘Friend of the Family Farmer’ honorees recognized by WFU  
 

APPLETON – Wisconsin Farmers Union recognized three deserving recipients with the Friend of the Family Farmer 

award Jan. 30 at the 85th annual WFU State Convention in Appleton. First given in 2013, the Friend of the Family Farmer 

award is meant to honor individuals for their actions on issues that impact farmers and rural residents throughout the state. 
 

"Wisconsin Farmers Union instituted the Friend of the Family Farmer award in order to recognize the exceptional 

contributions of individuals who go above and beyond in tackling the tough topics facing rural Wisconsinites," said WFU 

President Darin Von Ruden. "We would like to thank each of these Friends of the Family Farmer for making sure the 

voices of Wisconsin's farmers and rural residents are heard in Madison." 
 

This year’s recipients included Senator Dave Hansen (D-Green Bay), who was first elected to serve the 30th Senate 

District in 2000. He currently serves as Senate Assistant Democratic Leader and ranking Democratic member of the 

Senate Committee on Energy, Consumer Protection and Government Reform.  
 

“WFU is honoring Sen. Hansen this year for giving voice to the fundamental democratic principles that are top priorities 

for Farmers Union members and that underlie all the other work of the organization: affirming that corporations are not 

people, that money is not speech, and that voters should be choosing their representatives, rather than the other way 

around,” said WFU Government Relations Director Kara O’Connor. “In the past year, Sen. Hansen has authored 

legislation to advance nonpartisan redistricting and also to allow voters to weigh in on whether to overturn the misguided 

Citizens United decision that opened the floodgates to unlimited campaign spending – these two issues have been elevated 

as Special Orders of Business by WFU since 2013, and we would like to thank Sen. Hansen for shining a light on them.” 
 

Sen. Hansen also recently authored legislation to reduce student loan debt, combat fraud in Wisconsin Economic 

Development Corporation loan programs, and empower the DNR to protect groundwater in areas with karst topography. 
 

Also recognized with Friend of the Family Farm awards this year were Jerry Fiene & Kim Kaukl of the Wisconsin 

Rural Schools Alliance (WiRSA). WiRSA is a statewide organization representing administrators, community leaders, 

board of education members, teachers and interested citizens. Since its formation in 2009, membership has grown 

steadily, and the organization has worked tirelessly on behalf of rural schools. During his tenure as WiRSA Executive 

Director, Jerry Fiene consulted extensively with the Assembly Rural Schools Task Force, and their combined efforts 

resulted in a number of recommendations for strengthening rural schools that have since become law. When schools came 

under attack in the last state budget, Fiene mobilized rural school districts and partner groups, including Farmers Union, to 

join the fight for funding and a better future. Fiene has worked on behalf of rural schools for 46 years as a teacher, 

principal, superintendent, and CESA administrator. After Fiene’s retirement last year, Kim Kaukl succeeded him at the 

helm of WiRSA. Having worked 34 years in public education, Kaukl brings to WiRSA a passion for serving rural schools 

and a desire to continue to advocate for their interests.  
 

“WFU appreciates the hard work of the Wisconsin Rural Schools Alliance on behalf of rural schools and communities,” 

Von Ruden said. “We look forward to continuing to collaborate with WiRSA to advocate for our rural schools.” 
 

Wisconsin Farmers Union, a member-driven organization, is committed to enhancing the quality of life for family 

farmers, rural communities, and all people through educational opportunities, cooperative endeavors, and civic 

engagement. For more information visit www.wisconsinfarmersunion.com. 
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CUTLINE: Wisconsin Farmers Union President Darin Von Ruden, center, and WFU Government Relations Director Kara 

O’Connor, right, presented a Friend of the Family Farmer award to ______________  at the 85th annual WFU State 

Convention Jan. 29-31 in Appleton.  

 

Note: No award presentation photo is available for Jerry Fiene, as he was unable to attend the luncheon. Head shot 

attached. 
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