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WPHCA Applauds Assembly’s Support of Wisconsin Community Health Centers 

 
Madison, WI  - The Wisconsin Primary Health Care Association (WPHCA) commends the 

Assembly’s support for Wisconsin Community Health Centers, and for hearing Public Testimony 

related to AB 726, which would increase state grant funding for Community Health Centers by 

$2M annually.  

 

94% of Health Center patients in Wisconsin have incomes below 200% of the Federal Poverty 

Level, and face multiple social and environmental factors that affect their health care needs and 

their access to health care services. The state Community Health Center grant allows Community 

Health Centers to be flexible and fund services that directly benefit their communities. The state 

grant currently helps: 

• Increase access to oral health care, particularly for vulnerable populations.  

• Continuously reinvest in innovative quality improvement activities. 

• Broaden access to substance use disorder (SUD) treatment.  

• Improve access to preventative care and chronic disease management. 

• Build partnerships that directly impact the health of the entire community. 

 

Health Centers who testified during the public hearing detailed the importance of the work that 

they are doing in the community, and the work that the state grant helps them achieve.  

 

“59% (of our patients) stated that we saved them from going to the ER. If those patients had 

gone to the ER at an average cost of an ER visit it would have resulted in over $2.5-$2.7 million 

in cost,” said Tony Lee, from N.E.W. Community Clinic in Green Bay.  

 

“The state grant allows us to provide non-reimbursable nursing services over the phone to 6,500 

patients who are uninsured or underinsured, obtain preventive health care including dental 



 
 

5202 Eastpark Blvd., Suite 109, Madison, WI 53718 • Phone 608-277-7477 • Fax 608-277-7474 
E-Mail: wphca@wphca.org • Website: www.wphca.org 

services, assist in managing their health care conditions, and help them navigate the complex 

health care system,” stated Eva Scheppa from Family Health Clinic of Marshfield. 

 

With additional state funding, Health Centers will create a return on investment for taxpayers of 

Wisconsin, through health care delivery, job creation, and economic activity.  

The Wisconsin Primary Health Care Association greatly appreciates the bi-partisan support for an 

increased state investment in Health Centers and the communities they serve. We look forward 

to supporting our member Health Centers as they work to meet the needs of their patients and 

their communities.  

  

WPHCA  

For more information on Wisconsin Health Centers, please visit www.wphca.org. 
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