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“Badger State Solar” Project in Jefferson 
County Gets PSC Approval 

 
Today, the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin approved another solar farm: the Badger 
State Solar Farm to be located in Jefferson County, Wisconsin.   
 
Badger State will be a 149-megawatt solar farm, and will supply electricity to Dairyland Power 
Cooperative. Dairyland is a wholesale energy provider for 24 rural electric cooperatives, 18 of 
which are located in Wisconsin. Dairyland also provides energy to an additional seventeen 
municipal electric utilities (ten of which are in Wisconsin). 
 
The solar project’s developer is Ranger Power, one of RENEW Wisconsin’s Business Members. 
 
This project marks the fourth solar farm approved by the Wisconsin PSC in the past 9 months, 
and the solar projects approved now total 699 megawatts. Badger State should be operational 
by 2021. 
 
The project is expected to generate enough renewable energy to power over 20,000 homes, 
according to a Dairyland Power news release from March 2019, when their power purchase 
agreement was announced. 
 
The project was given a unanimous verbal approval today, and a final order will follow in the 
next few weeks. This was the final decision made by retiring Commissioner Mike Huebsch, who 
announced his retirement earlier this month. 
 
RENEW Wisconsin’s Executive Director Tyler Huebner said, “The Badger State Solar will 
continue Wisconsin’s steady march towards a clean, renewable energy future, and will help 
Dairyland Power Cooperative meet its goals to increase the sustainability and diversity of its 
power generation sources. Congratulations to Ranger Power and Dairyland Power Cooperative 
on this project approval!” 
 
Statistics about the Badger State Solar Farm: 

• 149 megawatts 

• Expected to produce enough electricity for about 20,000 Dairyland Power Cooperative 
customers each year 
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• Electricity Production will be about 0.4% of Wisconsin’s total 2018 electricity sales, and 
about 8% of Dairyland Power’s 2018 Wisconsin retail sales. 

• Located on approximately 1,200 acres which is 0.5% of Jefferson County’s farmland 

• The project developer expects to utilize pollinator-friendly plants under the solar panels 
that will help rejuvenate the soil underneath the array. 

• Under Wisconsin’s energy generation shared revenue law and renewable energy 
incentive payment laws, the local governments where the arrays are located will receive 
a substantial economic boost: Jefferson County will receive approximately $348,000 
annually, the Town of Jefferson $125,000 annually, and the Town of Oakland $123,000 
annually. 

 
Statistics about the 4 solar farms approved by the PSC: 
Badger Hollow Solar (Iowa County), Two Creeks Solar (Manitowoc & Kewaunee Counties), Point 
Beach Solar (Manitowoc County), and now Badger State Solar (Jefferson County) have received 
PSC approvals between April 2019 and January 2020. 

• Total of 699 megawatts of solar power production 

• Expected to produce enough power for about 178,000 average Wisconsin homes’ 
annual energy consumption 

• This amount of electricity produced would be about 2.0% of Wisconsin’s total 2018 
electricity sales 

• These four projects will be located on approximately 5,300 acres of land, about 0.05% of 
Wisconsin’s farmland. In total Wisconsin has approximately 34,700,000 acres of land. 

• The hosting local governments (townships and counties) will receive $2,796,000 
annually once these four projects are operational. 

 
 


