
 

06 Brigham Hall | 608.342.1194 | Fax: 608.342.1023 
1 University Plaza | Platteville WI 53818-3099 | www.uwplatt.edu 

 
 
 
Jan. 29, 2018 

 

UW-Platteville and Avalon Cinema to host 

second international film festival 

PLATTEVILLE, Wis. – The University of Wisconsin-Platteville’s College of Liberal 

Arts and Education and the Department of Human Resources are collaborating 

with Avalon Cinema in Platteville to host UW-Platteville’s annual International 

Film Festival. The festival will be held on Feb. 26 and 28 and March 1, 6 and 8 at 

the Avalon Cinema, located at 95 East Main Street in Platteville. All films are free 

and open to the public. 

The film festival was organized by Dr. David Gillota, assistant professor of 

English at UW-Platteville, and Caleb Marse, special programs coordinator for the 

College of Liberal Arts and Education at UW-Platteville. 

A reception for the event will be held Tuesday, Feb. 27 in the Nohr Gallery, UW-

Platteville, from 4:30-6:30 p.m. The reception is free and open to all. 

The theme for this year’s film festival is “Crossing Borders/Pushing Boundaries.” 

The five films offered either deal with issues of literal border crossing (like 

immigration), or, they challenge restrictive cultural boundaries related to gender, 

class, race or sexuality. The purpose of the festival is to generate discussion and 

dialogue between university students and employees, as well as the broader 

Platteville community about these issues.  

Prior to each film, a UW-Platteville faculty member will provide a brief 

introduction about the film. After each film screening, he or she will then lead a 

discussion about the film’s themes. 

“The goal of the festival is to provide the university community and the 

community at large with a forum through which to explore cultural points of view 

from outside of the United States,” said Gillota. “Very often, many of us have a 



 

 

 

tendency to only think about issues of class or gender or sexuality in a very 

narrow, American context. Film, though, can be a great avenue through which to 

learn about the struggles and perspectives of people in a variety of places.  

Sometimes, a film might show us that people all over the world are engaged in 

similar types of struggles; at other times, though, a foreign film might expose us 

to a way of thinking that is completely new. It’s very exciting.”   

Gillota also noted that this exposure to other cultures ties into the university’s 

mission to “empower each student to become broader in perspective, 

intellectually more astute, ethically more responsible, and to contribute wisely as 

an accomplished professional and knowledgeable citizen in a diverse global 

community.” 

Showtimes: 

Monday, Feb. 26, 5 p.m. 

“On the Way to School” 

In the documentary “On the Way to School,” four children from all over the world 

desire to better their lives through education. This forces them to contend with 

arduous, often perilous journeys every day on their way to the classroom.  

Dr. Jennifer Collins, assistant professor of education at UW-Platteville, will 

provide the introduction and lead the discussion. 

Wednesday, Feb. 28, 5 p.m. 

“The White Ribbon” 

“The White Ribbon” is set in a northern German village just before World War I, 

and depicts the emergence of national socialism. According to the director, the 

film is about “the roots of evil.”  

Dr. Rich Waugh, professor of geography at UW-Platteville, will provide the 

introduction and lead the discussion. 

Thursday, March 1, 5 p.m. 



 

 

 

“Wadjda” 

“Wadjda,” the first feature-length film made by a female Saudi director, tells the 

story of an eleven-year-old Saudi girl who is determined to buy herself a bicycle 

in a culture in which bikes are seen as only for boys. 

Dr. Staci Strobl, chair of the Department of Criminal Justice at UW-Platteville, will 

provide the introduction and lead the discussion. 

Tuesday, March 6, 5 p.m. 

“The Wound” 

The critically-acclaimed, South African drama “The Wound” explores the taboos 

of homosexuality amid a male initiation ritual.   

Dr. Pip Gordon, assistant professor of English at UW-Platteville, will provide the 

introduction and lead the discussion. 

Thursday, March 8, 5 p.m. 

“All of Me” 

“All of Me” is a documentary that tells the stories of the women who live in La 

Patrona, a Mexican village that is situated by the tracks of a train from Central 

America that brings many migrants north to the United States. 

Dr. Chris Schulenburg, associate professor of Spanish at UW-Platteville, will 

provide the introduction and lead the discussion. 

The International Film Festival is made possible with the support of the UW-

Platteville College of Liberal Arts and Education, UW-Platteville School of 

Education, UW-Platteville International Programs, UW-Platteville Human 

Resources and Avalon Cinema. 

For more information, visit www.plattevillefilmfest.info/. To request disability 

accommodations, contact the College of Liberal Arts and Education at 608-342-

https://www.plattevillefilmfest.info/


 

 

 

1151 or lae@uwplatt.edu. For any other questions, contact Gillota at 

gillotad@uwplatt.edu.  

Written by: Laurie A. Hamer, University Relations Specialist, College of Liberal Arts and 

Education, 608-342-6191, hamerl@uwplatt.edu 
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