
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
Date: January 29, 2020  
Contact: Melissa Sargent, (608)-220-2273   
               melissaforwisconsin@gmail.com   
 

Melissa Sargent Announces Endorsement from Sheriff Dave Mahoney 
 
MADISON– Melissa Sargent (D-Madison) released the following statement announcing an endorsement 
from Dave Mahoney, for her candidacy for Wisconsin’s 16th Senate District:  
 
“Today I am proud to announce a campaign endorsement from Dane County Sheriff Dave Mahoney, 
who works day in and day out to keep our community safe and fight for justice,” Sargent said. Sheriff 
Mahoney is truly the epitome of strong and compassionate leadership, and I am thankful for his 
contributions to our community.” 
 
Dave Mahoney has served as the 52nd Dane County Sheriff since his election in 2006. In his tenure, 
Sheriff Mahoney has been dedicated to juvenile justice reforms, ensuring safe jail conditions and 
infrastructure, addressing overcrowding, fostering community partnerships, and restorative measures 
within the criminal justice system. Sheriff Mahoney’s career spans over 34 years– after working as an 
EMT, police dispatcher, and police officer, he became a Dane County Deputy Sheriff in 1980. He was 
promoted to Detective in 1985, and investigated more than 1,600 cases including extensive work on sex 
crimes and domestic violence. As a detective, Mahoney directed major homicide and drug investigations 
and served as a member of the first Domestic Violence Investigation Unit in the Sheriff’s office. As Dane 
County Sheriff, Sheriff Mahoney is active on issues of national, statewide and county importance 
including service in numerous professional associations and committees. 
 
“Melissa Sargent is a tireless leader who has proven that she’ll stand up for the people she represents. 
She’s committed to making our communities safer and supporting the work first responders do. She has 
earned my support,” said Mahoney.  
 
“Sheriff Mahoney has spent his career improving public safety and saving lives. It is my honor to be 
endorsed by Dave, and I am grateful for his work on behalf of our community, and for his support,” 
said Sargent.  

### 

Born and raised in Dane County, Melissa served on the Dane County Board prior to being elected to represent the 
48th Assembly District. Before her start in politics, Melissa owned a small business and worked in the private 

sector. Concern for the greater community and a vision for a better Wisconsin brought her to public service and 
community activism. She is a proud mother of 4 boys, and lives on Madison’s northside. 
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