
End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin: The Wisconsin Coalition Against Domestic Violence is the leading voice for victims of 
domestic abuse in Wisconsin. At End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin, we educate shelter and program volunteers and advocates, 
law enforcement, legislators, and community members to provide safety and support to survivors. We strive to shift Wisconsin 
from the attitudes and beliefs that cause domestic violence to values of mutual respect and equality, and we partner with 
communities in the effort to prevent and end domestic abuse. 

We encourage reporters to include the National Domestic Violence Hotline number [1−800−799−SAFE(7233)] in their stories 
for victims who need help.  A list of local Wisconsin domestic violence victim service providers can be found 
at http://www.endabusewi.org.  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 28, 2016 

CONTACT: Tony Gibart, tonyg@endabusewi.org, 608.237.3452 

Legislative Committee to Consider Teen Dating 
Violence Prevention Bill 
 
 

Madison—Today, a key legislative committee is set to consider moving Wisconsin towards a more 
comprehensive approach to addressing and preventing teen dating violence. Advocates say Assembly Bill 692 
will both improve the health and safety of Wisconsin teens and lay the groundwork for less domestic violence in 
the future. 

The legislation would direct school districts to integrate teen dating violence prevention and healthy relationship 
education into health classes in grades six through twelve. It would also call for schools to create response 
policies and to ensure teachers and administrators have training on the issue.  

"We are grateful and excited that the Assembly Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety is holding a 
hearing on how the state can prevent domestic abuse before it takes root," said Patti Seger, executive director of 
End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin. "So often, domestic violence legislation can only help survivors pick up the 
pieces after they have already gone through violence and abuse, usually for many years. If Wisconsin were to 
pass AB 692 and join the many other states that have recently enacted teen dating violence prevention policies, 
we would position the next generation to break the cycle of violence."  

Advocates say teen dating violence is a very common and unrecognized problem. One in three teens will 
experience abuse in a dating relationship, and two-thirds of them will never report it to anyone. In a given 12-
month period, more than one in ten Wisconsin high school girls are victimized, either physically or sexually, by a 
dating partner.  

Proponents of AB 692 point out that, while the numbers are very troubling, the potential for positive transformative 
change is enormous.  

"The prevalence of teen dating violence in Wisconsin is shocking," said Seger. "However, if we act to address this 
issue, we not only help teens in the short term; we will also set them on a path to developing healthy, violence-
free relationships as they grow. The dynamics in teens' first dating relationships can take root and affect them well 
into adulthood. Therefore, if we are going to significantly decrease domestic violence in our state, we must invest 
in our young people." 

The public hearing is a first step in the legislative process. Survivors and advocates will urge the committee to 
vote to approve AB 692 at a future meeting. Supporters then hope the bill will make it to the Assembly floor in 
February, which is, fittingly, Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month.      

"The Legislature has recently designated next month as Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month in Wisconsin. 
We believe there is no better time to advance proactive and positive legislation that will improve the safety of 
teens," concluded Seger.  
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