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 Lassa: Governor Must Explain Benefits of UW 

Changes 
 

 

Madison —State Senator Julie Lassa (D-Stevens Point) released the following statement today in response to 

media accounts of Governor Walker’s proposed changes to the University of Wisconsin System.  

“While I will be interested to see more details on Governor Walker’s proposal for the UW System, I 

think we need to be extremely careful and deliberate in any changes that we make to our world-class university 

system.   From the flagship campuses in Madison and Milwaukee to great comprehensive campuses such as 

UW-Stevens Point and UW-La Crosse, the university is an engine of Wisconsin’s economic vitality and the 

doorway to successful careers for our young people.  After four years of historic budget cuts, the Governor must 

explain how even more budget cutting and radical structural changes will result in an affordable, high-quality 

education for students. 

“I am especially concerned about the concept of making the UW System an authority funded by a block 

grant based on sales tax revenue.  It seems likely that if we have another economic downturn like the one we are 

still recovering from, the UW System’s revenue will be hit hard.  The university may be struggling just at the 

time our people need to train for new careers.  This might also hamper the development of UW research 

innovations that have always boosted our economy.  Given our reliance on the UW System, we need to be sure 

that we don’t suffer from the unintended consequences of hasty experimentation with one of our most important 

institutions 

“For too many Wisconsin families, the dream of a college education is becoming remote.  Many struggle 

with the growing burden of student loan debt.  Governor Walker needs to explain to the people of Wisconsin 

how the changes he wants to make will address these problems and insure that we can continue to rely on the 

UW System to provide a world-class education that Wisconsin families can afford.” 
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