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GOP Rural Initiative Nothing More Than Election Year Politics 

Vulnerable Republicans’ weak efforts are too little, too late for rural communities 

 

MADISON – Today Assembly Democratic Leader Peter Barca (D-Kenosha) and Assembly Assistant 

Democratic Leader Katrina Shankland (D-Stevens Point) chided the recently introduced GOP Rural Band-

Aid Initiative as nothing more than election year politics. The “plan” is a last-minute effort to appeal to 

rural Wisconsin voters following a session filled with Republican policies that hurt rural schools, local 

roads, families, and local economies. Over the past five years, Republican legislators have done serious 

harm to rural Wisconsin, including imposing more than $1 billion in cuts to public schools, rejecting $23 

million in federal funding for rural broadband upgrades, and refusing federal funding that would have 

improved health care services for our citizens at a savings to taxpayers.  

  

“Legislative Republicans have been out of touch with the needs of rural Wisconsin for years, and now 

they are trying to distract from their failures with weak, anemic proposals that do little to address the 

challenges rural communities face,” Rep. Barca said. “The Republican budget made devastating cuts to 

rural public schools, which are vital to the identity and values of the communities that they serve. Some 

rural districts are being forced to explore merger options to stay afloat. If the Republicans were serious 

about helping rural communities, they would have invested in education and infrastructure 

improvements like broadband to put all our classrooms in the 21st century.” 

  

The GOP Rural Band-Aid Initiative was introduced by Republican legislators, including Reps. Romaine 

Quinn (R-Rice Lake), Ed Brooks (R-Reedsburg), Kathy Bernier (R-Chippewa Falls), Travis Tranel (R-Cuba 

City), Scott Krug (R-Nekoosa), Joel Kitchens (R-Sturgeon Bay), Todd Novak (R-Dodgeville) and Nancy 

VanderMeer (R-Tomah). The package, which consists of watered-down versions of proposals previously 

introduced by legislative Democrats, was introduced without bipartisan cooperation and is widely seen 

as an election-year distraction from Republican policies favoring wealthy corporate campaign donors.  

 

“Given the damage Republicans have done to rural areas, they should have at least put forward 

meaningful and effective legislation instead of taking Democratic bills, watering them down, and 

slapping a Republican name on them,” Rep. Shankland said. “Our local roads are ranked some of the 

worst in the country – yet these Republican legislators stood on the sidelines during the budget instead 

of working toward a meaningful solution. These same legislators stood quietly by as their caucus gutted 

the UW System, and as a result, rural Wisconsinites will see fewer UW Extension agents in their 

communities. Now in the 11th hour, Republican legislators have unveiled a weak list of bills that will only 

provide a Band-Aid to the issues facing rural Wisconsin. This is just another reminder that Republican 

legislators are more concerned with protecting their own jobs than creating jobs.” 
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