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Wisconsin AFL-CIO Statement on Senate Bill 11 

 
(January 22, 2021, MILWAUKEE, WI) -- Stephanie Bloomingdale, President of the 
Wisconsin AFL-CIO, released the following statement in response to yesterday’s introduction of 
Senate Bill 11, a bill that would provide greater access to critical assistance to Wisconsin’s fire 
fighters and police officers who experience post-traumatic stress disorder as a result of their 
work: 
  
“We all have rough days at work. But for our fire fighters and police officers, leaving workplace 
stress at the door at the end of a shift can be especially challenging. For the first responders who 
keep us safe, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) is an ever-present occupational hazard, one 
that we have a moral obligation to address.  

Research shows PTSD and depression rates for first responders are five times higher than the 
civilian population. A recent study by the Ruderman Family Foundation found that annually, 
more fire fighters and police officers die by suicide than are killed in the line of duty. Clearly, we 
need to do more to get these frontline workers and their families the help they need.  

It’s impossible to predict when the cumulative effect of on-the-job trauma might push a first 
responder over the edge. In the wake of the recent armed insurrection at the U.S, Capitol, for 
example, several officers reportedly have threatened self-harm, and Officer Howard Liebengood, 
a 15-year veteran who was on duty that day, took his life just three days later.  

Each and every day, our first responders willingly expose themselves to devastating levels of 
danger and trauma in the line of duty. These challenges have been compounded by a deadly 
pandemic that stalks every call to which they respond. We need to provide first responders with 
more than just our gratitude. We must offer genuine support for the invisible injuries they sustain 
on the job before they reach a breaking point.  

Senate Bill 11 ensures that Wisconsin fire fighters and police who are diagnosed with PTSD as a 
result of their work will have greater access to Workers Compensation in Wisconsin. The 
Wisconsin AFL-CIO strongly supports this common-sense pro-worker measure. It is a long 
overdue payment of the debt we owe to those who risk so much for each of us every day.” 
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