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Grandin selected as distinguished lecturer 
 

 

PLATTEVILLE, Wis. – Renowned autism spokesperson Dr. Temple Grandin, 

featured in a 2010 HBO movie, was recently selected as the University of 

Wisconsin-Platteville’s 2018 distinguished lecturer. Grandin is a professor of 

animal science at Colorado State University, consultant to the livestock industry 

on animal behavior, and one of the first individuals on the autism spectrum to 

publicly share insights from her personal experience of autism. The lecture is 

scheduled for Thursday, April 26 at 10 a.m. in Williams Fieldhouse on Bo Ryan 

Court. 

 

After being diagnosed with autism in 1950, Grandin developed her talents into a 

successful career as a livestock-handling equipment designer, one of very few in 

the world. She has designed the facilities in which half the cattle are handled in 

the United States, consulting for major firms such as Burger King, McDonald's 

and more. In 2010, her life was turned into a movie with the HBO full-length film 

“Temple Grandin,” starring Claire Danes. 

 

“We are so excited to welcome Dr. Temple Grandin,” Valerie Wetzel, Markee 

Pioneer Student Center assistant director—involvement, said. “We wanted her to 

speak in the past, but due to scheduling conflicts, we were not able to book her. 

When her name popped up and interest was still there this year, I was 

determined to get her booked.”  

 

Wetzel also added that Grandin’s lecture has already gathered a lot of attention 

and that more than 400 of the 500 seats reserved for the community have been 

booked. 

 



 

 

Since making her mark on the livestock industry, Grandin’s success has been 

publicized all over the world. She has been featured on NPR and major television 

programs, including the BBC special, “The Woman Who Thinks Like a Cow,” 

ABC’s “Primetime Live,” “The Today Show,” “Larry King Live,” “48 Hours” and 

“20/20.” Grandin has also been written about in many national publications and 

was included in Time magazine’s list of the world’s most influential people in 

2010.  

 

In the week leading up to the lecture (April 20-26), Platteville’s Avalon Cinema 

will play “Temple Grandin,” the film showcasing the life, with all its challenges 

and successes, of Grandin, as a free, regular feature. 

 

“This is a great way for people to learn more about Grandin,” Wetzel said. “A lot 

of students are visual, so this is an opportunity to get a more in-depth look at her 

life before the lecture.” 

 

After the lecture, Grandin will hold a book signing in the Markee Pioneer Student 

Center Heritage Hall from 11:45 a.m. until 12:15 p.m. Grandin’s current best-

selling book on autism, “The Way I See It: A Personal Look at Autism and 

Asperger’s,” will be available in the UW-Platteville bookstore in the weeks prior to 

the lecture.  

 

UW-Platteville has hosted a distinguished lecturer each spring since 2002. Past 

notable speakers have included former covert CIA operative Valerie Plame 

Wilson, oceanographer and discoverer of the Titanic Dr. Robert Ballard, and Hall 

of Fame UW-Platteville basketball Coach Bo Ryan. Last year, UW-Platteville 

featured Eileen Collins, the first female pilot and commander of a space shuttle. 

 

Each year, distinguished lecture topics and speakers are nominated by a 

committee. From there, nominations are included in an online form, giving UW-

Platteville students, faculty and staff a chance to vote. To allow students to 

attend the annual lecture, classes are cancelled during the event. 
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