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Audit Requirements Bill Passes Assembly; Senate Passage Anticipated 
 

(Madison) – The Wisconsin State Assembly today passed legislation that makes 
adjustments to audit requirements assigned to the Legislative Audit Bureau (LAB) by 
statute. The bill was introduced by the Joint Legislative Audit Committee.  
 
“These changes will free up some time and allow the Audit Bureau to perform other 
audits as assigned by the Joint Audit Committee,” said Representative Samantha 
Kerkman (R-Salem Lakes) who co-chairs the committee. “It gives us some flexibility to 
focus on other areas of interest.”   
 
The proposal repeals the requirement to audit the Read to Lead Development Fund 
annually. At an annual appropriation of $23,600 to the fund, the current required efforts 
of the Audit Bureau exceed prudent oversight. The Joint Legislative Audit Committee 
may still direct the LAB to conduct an audit of the fund and Read to Lead Development 
Council activities at any time.  
 
Additionally, the legislation allows the LAB to conduct a final audit of the Local 
Government Property Insurance Fund. The 2017-19 budget bill sunset the fund and 
established dates to end issuing and renewing coverage (July 1, 2017 and December 31, 
2017) and established deadlines for termination of coverage and filing claims 
(December 31, 2018 and July 1, 2019). Existing law requires LAB to conduct audits of the 
LGPIF at least once every three years; the last audit was published in November 2015. 
The Legislature is repealing the existing 3-year requirement which would require an 
audit in 2018 and instead replacing it with a requirement for a final audit once all claims 
have been filed and any potential effect on the General Fund may be quantified.  
 
In the final component of the legislation, a Milwaukee County Mental Health Board 
(MCMHB) biennial audit is modified from required to discretionary. The MCMHB 
oversees all mental health functions, programs, and services which were previously the 



 
responsibility of the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors, and is responsible for 
establishing policies and developing the mental health budget. The Legislative Audit 
Bureau completed the first biennial audit in December 2016. The legislation retains the 
authority of the Joint Audit Committee to direct the Audit Bureau to conduct an audit 
of Milwaukee County Mental Health Board at any time.  
 
The Senate is also scheduled to take up the changes today; pending Senate passage, the 
legislation will go to Governor Walker for his approval.  
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