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WI Education Chair:  No Time to Waste:  

Every Student has a Right to a Quality Education  

in Our State 

Madison – Representative Jeremy Thiesfeldt, Chair of the Education Committee, has 

been calling for massive change in the state’s education system.  Wisconsin’s reading 

scores have been slipping and at best stagnant for over a decade.  Wisconsin’s racial 

achievement gap is the worst in the nation, ranking bottom #50 out of 50 states.  In 

addition, test scores show that over 60% of Wisconsin students cannot even read or write 

at grade level.  

 

“I am proud of a number of bipartisan initiatives being worked on by myself and others to 

help close the achievement gap in Wisconsin and carve a better path for all of our state’s 

students, especially those who need it the most,” said Rep. Thiesfeldt.  “At the same time, 

I and many parents in our state are critical of the methodology of teaching reading that 

has strayed from what brain science for years has indicated is best practice.  Failure to 

learn to read can lead to lifelong consequences.  Too many students are suffering, and our 

state can do much better.” 

 

This morning at the Wisconsin Association of School Boards’ annual convention, State 

Superintendent of Public Instruction Carolyn Stanford Taylor, in an address to attendees, 

committed the Department of Public Instruction to advocating that “the role of explicit 

and systemic phonics is present in the teaching of foundational reading skills.” 

 

“I applaud the Superintendent’s words, and I am supportive of this message which has 

been needed for many years,” stated Rep. Thiesfeldt.  “I hope that this action will also be 

echoed by the previous State Superintendent, Governor Evers, in his State of the State 

Address this evening.  This message is long overdue, but requires actions, not just words.  

I intend to hold the Department to this commitment with legislation that will assist the 

Department in transforming reading instruction in Wisconsin.  We need a laser-like focus 

on instructional methods that science and evidence has proven to be most effective.” 
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