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State Grant to Help Fund New Wellness Commons in Milwaukee 
City, state and local officials break ground on Innovations & Wellness Commons 

January 22, 2015 – The Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation (WEDC) has awarded a $413,750 
grant to the City of Milwaukee to help finance the new Innovations & Wellness Commons, a 
redevelopment project spearheaded by the Walnut Way Conservation Corp. 

The grant was announced today at a groundbreaking attended by Lieutenant Governor Rebecca 
Kleefisch, Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett, and dozens of community and business leaders at the future 
home of the Commons on West North Avenue in the Lindsay Heights neighborhood. 

The Innovations & Wellness Commons is a two-phased redevelopment project created by Walnut Way 
and its partners that will serve as a hub for economic development, healthy food options, wellness 
services and training programs for Lindsay Heights and surrounding neighborhoods. 

“The Innovations & Wellness Commons will not only be a valuable resource for area residents by 
providing them with healthy food options, but it also has the potential to be a real catalyst for future 
economic development in the neighborhood,” Lieutenant Governor Kleefisch said. “This project also is 
another key component of our administration’s Transform Milwaukee Initiative, which has already 
produced $275 million in state investments in the heart of Milwaukee.” 

“This is a collaborative effort building on the imagination of Walnut Way, the resources of WEDC, 
involvement from community-minded partners, and the commitment of city government to move this 
project forward,” Mayor Barrett said.  “This neighborhood has a bright future, and the Innovation & 
Wellness Commons is a wonderful addition.”    
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 “The Innovations & Wellness Commons demonstrates a significant community investment and 
commitment in commercial development,” said Sharon Adams, executive director of the Walnut Way 
Conservation Corp. “The landscape for what is possible is now broadened by our shared efforts.” 

The $2.2 million project is being financed in part by Forward Community Investments, a statewide 
community development financial institution that invests in organizations and initiatives working to 
promote social, racial and economic equity in communities across Wisconsin. Other funding was 
provided by the Zilber Family Foundation, the Local Initiative Support Corporation, the City of 
Milwaukee and others. 

The first phase of the Commons will focus on creating a healthy food oasis for the community that will 
include a commercial kitchen and small retail store operated by Outpost Natural Foods; a retail 
operation featuring vegetarian dishes operated by The Juice Kitchen; a 4,500-square-foot commercial 
kitchen operated by the Milwaukee Center for Independence that will produce meals for clients and will 
provide training in food service; and an administrative office for the nearby Fondy Food Center. 

Phase one, which calls for renovating an existing vacant building into a new 6,000-square-foot 
Commons, is 100 percent filled, and all tenants have committed to signing five-year leases. Construction 
is now under way and expected to be completed by October.  

The second phase of the project calls for construction of a new 9,000-square-foot building on an 
adjacent lot that will house tenants who will provide complementary health and wellness services. 

Officials say the project will not only help revitalize the Lindsay Heights neighborhood but also will serve 
as a model for other neighborhoods. 

“This is a significant community development project that will revitalize the commercial corridor, 
enhance employment and training opportunities, and strengthen the economic and cultural fabric of our 
neighborhood,” Adams said. “The Commons will celebrate the neighborhood’s rich history and serve as 
the catalyst for the rebirth of the local economy.” 

The state funding is part of WEDC’s Community Development Investment Grant Program, which 
supports community development and redevelopment efforts—primarily in downtown areas—
throughout the state. Since its inception in 2013, the program has provided more than $5.8 million in 
grants to 39 communities. 

Milwaukee is one of seven communities awarded a grant out of 32 applications received from 
throughout the state in this round of funding. Communities were selected based on the ability to 
demonstrate the economic impact of the proposed project, including public and private partnership 
development, financial need, and use of sustainable downtown development practices. 
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