
 
January 22, 2018         
 
The Honorable Tom Tiffany 
State Senate 
Room 409 South, State Capitol 
Madison, WI 53707-7882  
 
Dear Senator Tiffany, 
 
I read about your Friday press release posing 15 detailed questions to me when I saw it on the WisPolitics news 
update this morning.   
 
These are questions I had expected might be asked at a public hearing on my confirmation.  If you were sincere 
about wanting my answers, I would have appreciated the courtesy of a letter directly from you rather than relying 
on me to find it in the media on the day before the vote is scheduled.   
 
The Elections Commission and I have been requesting a public hearing before the confirmation vote for this exact 
reason: to provide an opportunity for Senators to pose questions and for me to respond as best I could, or respond 
later in writing to any question I could not answer at a hearing.  As you know, that request has been denied. 
 
I will not be able to answer your questions before the Senate convenes tomorrow.  Some questions relate to events 
in which I was not involved.  They would require that I consult with others to ensure a complete response.  Many 
involve complex legal issues and confidential restrictions pertaining to G.A.B. investigations, which cannot be 
analyzed and summarized in a matter of hours.  Some of the questions request information regarding actions of 
G.A.B. staff that I did not work with, did not supervise, and had no interaction with.   
 
In short, the questions read like a deposition or list of interrogatories, and I must treat them with a similar degree 
of seriousness.  I would want my responses to your questions to be completely accurate and thoughtful, and not 
quickly thrown together to satisfy an artificial deadline.   
 
I would renew my request for the Senate to conduct a public hearing, or to at least postpone the vote for a 
reasonable period of time in order to allow for a full response to your letter.   

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Michael Haas 
Interim Administrator 
Wisconsin Elections Commission 
 
cc:  Members, Wisconsin Elections Commission 


