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United Council of UW Students Meet with UW System President Ray Cross; 
Cross Agrees to Issue Public Statement on UW’s Failures on Racial Justice 

 

Madison, WI—Students, alumni, and faculty from UW-Parkside, UW-Madison and UW-Fond du Lac met with UW 
System Administration for two hours today to negotiate around five distinct demands for improving the campus 
climate and support for Black students and for students of color. Over the course of the dialogue, UW System 
President Raymond Cross made a commitment to publicly apologize on behalf of the UW System for its inability 
to support an environment for underrepresented students that is fully inclusive to their mental health, 
educational, and student organizational needs.  

United Council of UW Students plan to continue placing pressure upon UW System Administration and the UW 
Board of Regents in order to see to it that the five demands are fully met. The students of color and white 
accomplices who met with the top decisionmakers in Wisconsin public higher education have prioritized both 
individual campus-level work and working across campuses.  

“We are all tirelessly organizing on these issues on our own campuses,” said Lamonte Moore, a UW-Fond du Lac 
student, Shared Governance Chair of the United Council, and First-Year Representative of the Student Governance 
Council. “We believe it is vitally important to also continue keeping the heat on the UW System Administration 
and on the Board of Regents. We plan to continue doing both.” 

Students expected UW Regent President Regina Millner at the meeting, but she was not present. However, during 
a chance encounter with her just after today’s meeting, Regent Milner agreed to meet with UW students for 1-2 
hours sometime in the next couple of weeks. The United Council of UW Students looks forward to scheduling this 
meeting very soon. 

This was a really great example of the importance of student of color leadership having space at the negotiating 
table. United Council is the nation’s oldest statewide student association and representative body. The UC 
operates through a Restorative Justice framework, and successfully develops student of color leaders and white 
student accomplices towards addressing the multitude of harms that occur at all 26 UW campuses.  
 

For more information on the Statewide Student Association: http://www.unitedcouncilofuw.org/ 
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