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U.S. Representative Kind and U.S. Senator Baldwin Continue to Push DOT 

and PHMSA on Missed Railcar Safety Deadline 
 

Washington, DC – U.S. Representative Ron Kind (D-WI) and U.S. Senator Tammy 

Baldwin (D-WI) sent a letter today to the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) and the 

U.S. Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA), expressing their 

disappointment that the agencies did not meet last week’s January 15 statutory deadline for 

releasing the final tank car rule, which would phase out the outdated and dangerous DOT-111 

tank cars, tighten train speed limits, improve brake systems, and create a new classification and 

testing program for flammable gases and liquids. They urged the agencies to complete and 

implement the rule as quickly as possible, as many communities in Wisconsin are seeing a large 

increase in rail traffic volume. 

 

They write, “…Wisconsin has seen exponential growth in crude-by-rail traffic as oil moves from 

North Dakota to one of the 115 refiners located mostly along the Gulf Cost. Two recent deadly 

and environmentally harmful train derailments – the tragic 74-car train derailment in Lac-

Mégantic, Quebec in July 2013 and the 17-car train derailment in Lynchburg, Virginia in May 

2014 – involved the shipping of Bakken crude oil. The increase in the transportation of crude oil 

by rail has raised serious concerns in our communities with frequent rail traffic.” 

“We urge you to complete the rulemaking process and begin implementation as quickly as 

possible. As more and more volatile crude oil moves through Wisconsin via rail, it is imperative 

that a timely safety framework is in place in order to reduce the risk of deadly accidents in our 

communities,” they conclude. 

To read the full letter, click here. 
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