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Reps. Ron Kind and Tim Walz Call for 

Hearings on VA Pain-Management Practices 

 
Washington, DC – Today, U.S. Reps. Ron Kind (D-WI) and Tim Walz (D-MN) called on the House 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to hold a hearing to examine the pain-management practices of VA medical 

centers nationwide. Allegations have been made that the Tomah VA has been over-prescribing opiates to 

veterans, and engaging in retaliatory behavior. 

 

“These allegations are extremely serious, and a hearing would represent an important next step toward 

identifying problems and finding solutions not just in Tomah, but system-wide,” said Rep. Kind. “Congress 

has a role in making sure that pain-management programs for our veterans are being managed responsibly, 

which should include looking into painkiller prescription rates to make sure that every veteran is getting the 

appropriate treatment. Ultimately, any problem with veteran care needs to be identified and resolved as soon 

as possible.” 

 

“The allegations at the Tomah VA are troubling. A hearing looking into the pain management practices 

throughout the Veterans Health Administration is warranted,” Rep. Walz said. “The VA is taking steps to 

improve care for veterans, but we can and must continue to investigate and root out any bad actors to ensure 

our warriors that utilize the VA are getting the best care possible.”  

 

Last week, Rep. Kind sent a letter to the Department of Veterans Affairs requesting that an investigation be 

launched in light of a recent report that the Tomah VA has been over-prescribing opiates to veterans being 

served at that facility. A copy of that letter can be read here. Soon after, VA Secretary Robert McDonald 

announced the start of that investigation on a call with Rep. Kind and U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin (D-WI). 

The VA also announced that the Tomah chief of staff has been temporarily reassigned (and barred from 

dispensing prescriptions) pending the results of the investigation. 

 

On Thursday, Rep. Kind visited the Tomah VA and spoke directly with officials there about the allegations. 

He has also been in touch with additional individuals with knowledge of the situation. 

 

The letter calling for a hearing cites a system-wide study conducted by the VA Office of Inspector General 

and released in May 2014, detailing how many opioid patients have complex conditions which make them 

more likely to be given multiple medications that can interact dangerously with opioid medications.  A copy 

of the letter can be found here. 

 

 

- 30 - 

 

http://kind.house.gov/uploads/TomahVAInvestigationRequest1122015.pdf
http://kind.house.gov/uploads/VACommitteeHearingRequestLetter1.pdf

