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Excerpts from Governor Evers' 2019 State of the State Address 

MADISON -- Below are excerpts from Gov. Tony Evers' 2019 State of the State Address as prepared for 

delivery. Gov. Evers will give his address at 7:00 P.M. today in the Assembly Chambers of the Wisconsin 

State Capitol: 

... Before we get started, I also want to recognize someone else who's here with us tonight. He's a Wisconsin 

institution and embodies both the soul of our campus and the spirit of our state, marching band director 

and director of bands at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, Dr. Mike Leckrone. 

... 

We are a state forged by the Wisconsin Idea--the notion that education informs our public policy and that 

knowledge should embrace the communities we're called to serve. 

... 

Fixing our economy remains a priority. That's why just last week I directed the Wisconsin Economic 

Development Corporation to create an innovation and entrepreneurship committee focusing on supporting 

our small businesses, seeding capital funds, and technology development. 

But there is more to an economy than counting job creation. And the state of our state is more than our 

unemployment rate. 

... 

Connecting the dots means recognizing that what's best for our kids is best for our state. The investment we 

make in our kids today will yield dividends for generations. That's why our budget reaffirms our state's 

commitment to our kids by returning to two-thirds funding for schools across Wisconsin. 

... 
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An economy that works for all of us, healthier communities, more money for our kids and our schools, 

better roads and infrastructure--that is what the people of Wisconsin expect from us, and that is what the 

people of Wisconsin deserve. 

Given the challenges we face, I expect the Legislature will focus on these important priorities instead of 

being distracted by division and preventing us from working together to get things done. 

... 

That means I expect legislation arriving on my desk will be passed with broad support and in the spirit of 

bipartisanship. 

That means instead of taking up an entirely new budget of its own, I expect the Legislature to take up the 

budget I crafted by and with the people of our state. 

... 
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