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NEWS

MADISON—Every other January, Wisconsin renews one of its oldest political traditions:  convening a new 

legislature.  But in several respects, the 2015-16 legislature departs from tradition.  Particularly striking is its relative 

inexperience: 27 members of this legislature (senate and assembly) have no prior legislative experience, and another 

30 have served two years or less.

A new report from the Wisconsin Taxpayers Alliance (WISTAX), “Here Comes the 2015-16 Legislature,” 

takes a closer look at this new and different legislature.  Now in its 84th year, WISTAX is a nonpartisan organization 

devoted to public policy research and citizen education.  

With 26 new members, the assembly is one of the “greenest” in years.  Of 99 state representatives, 71 (71.7%) 

have four or fewer years of Madison legislative experience; 53 (53.5%) have two years or less.  Less than one-quarter 

of the assembly has eight or more years of experience. This is not new: Turnover has been high over the past three 

elections, with 30 new faces elected in 2010 and 25 in 2012. 

High turnover has dramatically shifted the party make-up of the legislature. From 46 of 99 assembly seats in 

2009, Republicans now hold a 63-39 seat edge.  The GOP also holds an 18-14 majority in the state senate, where 

seven new senators have been seated.  A spring special election in the 20th district (formerly held by new U.S. 

Representative Glen Grothman) is expected to push that margin to 19-14.  

An unusual aspect of Wisconsin’s 2015-16 legislature is how electorally “unscathed” many of its members are.  

Of 116 state senate and assembly seats on the November 2014 ballot, 40 were uncontested.  In another 15, a major 

party candidate’s only opposition came from one or more third-party hopefuls. In other words, in 42% of districts, 

the future lawmakers were virtually guaranteed election before fall balloting began.

Of the seven new senators, two are women, bringing the female total to 11 in 2015, a new high.  Meanwhile, 

the number of women in the assembly is down two to 22. Combined, women hold 33 of 132 (25%) seats in the 
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legislature, a share slightly above 2014’s national norm (24.2%). 

A full list of 2015-16 senators and representatives is printed in the new 2015-16 Legislative and 

Congressional Directory on sale from the Wisconsin Taxpayers Alliance.  The directory is the only one with 

district maps, and also includes the name, address, party affi liation, telephone number, and election results for 

each legislator, and lists senate and assembly committee chairs, legislative leaders, constitutional offi cers, and 

legislative service agencies.    

A free copy of The Wisconsin Taxpayer magazine, “Here Comes the 2015-16 Legislature,” is available by 

visiting www.wistax.org; emailing wistax@wistax.org; calling 608.241.9789; or writing WISTAX at 401 North 

Lawn Ave., Madison, WI 53704-5033.  

(Editor’s Note:  An electronic version of this release is available at www.wistax.org.)


