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Rep. Tittl and Sen. LeMahieu Unveil 70 MPH Speed Limit Bill 
 
MADISON - State Representative Paul Tittl (R-Manitowoc) and State Senator Devin LeMahieu (R-Oostburg) 
have released legislation to raise the maximum speed limit from 65 to 70 miles per hour on Wisconsin 
highways. 
 
“Wisconsin is now the only state in the Midwest with a 65 mile per hour maximum speed limit for all 
roadways,” said Rep. Tittl (see attached map).  “This bill will align the state’s speed limit with that of 
neighboring states and most of the country.” 
 
“More people are commuting to work further than ever before,” stated Sen. LeMahieu.  “This is a simple, 
commonsense change that might help my constituents get home to their families a couple minutes sooner.”  
 
Under the proposal, the Department of Transportation (DOT) retains the ability to keep the limit at 65 mph on 
certain stretches of highway if doing so is in the best interest of safety.  The DOT has studied the issue and 
found that average speeds on many Wisconsin highways are well above 70 mph already.  On several segments 
of highway, 15% of the drivers are already driving over 75 mph. 
 
“Raising the speed limit isn’t just about getting from one place to another faster,” said Rep. Tittl. “It’s also 
about making our highways safer.  Increasing the speed limit can reduce congestion that often contributes to 
unsafe driving and accidents”   
 
According to one study, unsafe driving practices such as tail gating and weaving in and out of traffic went 
down when Michigan raised the speed limit on what had been a very unsafe stretch of highway. 
 
“I would not support an increase to the speed limit if I did not believe it could be done safely,” continued Sen. 
LeMahieu. 
 
Speed limits were often 70 mph on rural highways until the federal government set a maximum speed limit of 
55 mph in 1974, largely to conserve fuel during the energy crisis.  In 1995, federal regulations were abolished 
and states returned to setting their own limits. Many states immediately raised limits back to 70 mph or 
higher, but Wisconsin adopted a 65 mph limit. 
 
 “I’m excited to work with Sen. LeMahieu and colleagues on both sides of the aisle to make a 70 mph speed 
limit in Wisconsin a reality,” Tittl concluded.   
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