
 

 
January 20, 2015 

 

 

 

The Honorable Tammy Baldwin  

United States Senate 

717 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

Dear Senator Tammy Baldwin,  

 

As the Wisconsin State Assembly Chair and Vice Chair of the Committee on Veterans 

and Military Affairs, we are disturbed and saddened to learn of the recent allegations of 

prescription drug abuse at the Tomah VA Medical Center. However, what’s even more 

disturbing is the fact that your office appears to have ignored information presented to 

you by a former Tomah VA employee who was closely monitoring this situation.   

 

Your office received an inspection report done by the VA inspector general last summer 

that shows there were high amounts of opiate prescriptions at the Tomah VA Medical 

Center. The report clearly states that the total amount of opioid and opioid per patients 

prescribed were at considerable variance compared with most opioid prescribers and that 

total opioid prescribing for two prescribers at the facility were unusually high. It also 

pointed out concerns about the dysfunction of collaboration in patient care, particularly 

between the pharmacy staff and a specific doctor. The report concluded their inspection 

raised potentially serious concerns. It is disturbing that no actions were taken and as a 

result, our veterans suffered. 

 

This is a troubling issue that deserves a thorough review, therefore, we are calling on 

you to address the following questions concerning the VA Medical Center in Tomah: 

 

 Did someone in your office read the report on the Tomah VA in August? 

 If the report was reviewed, why was there no response to the matter? 

 Why did you wait to respond to the story after it was released in the media? 

 What are your plans now to monitor the investigation of the Tomah VA?  



 

 

Wisconsin is experiencing a dangerous, escalating trend in heroin and opiate abuse, 

which lead to the state legislature along with Governor Walker enacting the Heroin 

Opiate Prevention and Education (H.O.P.E) Agenda last legislative session. The HOPE 

Agenda will serve as the foundation for how Wisconsin addresses the problem of opioid 

addiction both now and in the years to come. It is disconcerting to know that a doctor at 

the VA Medical Center is accused of perpetuating that epidemic amongst our veterans.  

We are asking that you follow the lead of the state legislature, and help our veterans and 

prevent this situation from happening again.  

 

Wisconsin holds itself to a high standard when it comes to making sure our veterans and 

their families receive the services they rightfully deserve. For all their sacrifices, it’s the 

least we can do for our servicemen and women and their families. As a valuable resource 

to our states veterans, the VA Medical Center must maintain a high-quality level of care. 

We are calling on you to address these alarming concerns so that our veterans are treated 

with the utmost respect and support they need.  

 

 

We look forward to hearing your answers to the reasonable questions about your 

inaction concerning the care of our veterans.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

  __________________     __________________ 

  Rep. Ken Skowronski      Rep. Nancy Vander Meer 

  Chair         Vice Chair 

  82nd Assembly District     70th Assembly District 

        


