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Statement of Gary Mendell of Shatterproof  

Wisconsin Legislative Approval of SB268 / AB364 
                                                 

New York City, New York (January 20, 2016) – The following statement was issued today by Gary Mendell, founder 

and CEO of Shatterproof, regarding the Wisconsin State Senate’s passage of Senate Bill 268, following the Assembly’s 

passage of the bill earlier this month: 

 

Today, Wisconsin took a major step forward in combatting addiction by passing legislation that will strengthen 

the state’s Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP). We look forward to Governor Walker signing the 

legislation into law.  

 

Effective PDMPs are among the most promising state-level addiction interventions as they help prevent 

overprescribing of addictive medications and monitor appropriate use - one of the key solutions to reducing the 

enormous tragedy of overdose deaths in Wisconsin and across the United States.  

Representative John Nygren’s legislation is a critical step in addressing Wisconsin’s addiction epidemic. The 

citizens of Wisconsin are very fortunate to have champion legislators like Representative Nygren committed to 

addressing addiction.  

 

The nation’s addiction epidemic is shattering families every single day. In Wisconsin, according to the 

Department of Health Services, drug overdose deaths doubled from 2004 to 2013, with more Wisconsin residents 

dying as a result of drug overdose than from motor vehicle crashes, breast cancer, influenza or HIV. Like 

Representative John Nygren, I know firsthand the devastating impact addiction can have on families.  

  

It is our hope that this legislation is just the beginning. Shatterproof looks forward to continuing to partner with 

Representative Nygren and his colleagues in the Assembly and Senate on additional efforts to reduce the 

enormous suffering of addiction. 

 

ABOUT SHATTERPROOF: 

Shatterproof is a national organization whose mission is to protect our loved ones from addiction to prescription opioids, 

illicit drugs and alcohol and end the stigma and suffering of those affected by this disease. Shatterproof works to end the 

stigma of addiction, educate the public, and advocate for change. Learn more at shatterproof.org. 

 

ABOUT AB364: 

Wisconsin Assembly Bill 364 (and its Senate counterpart SB268) makes a number of changes to the Prescription Drug 

Monitoring Program (PDMP) administered by Wisconsin’s Controlled Substances Board. The legislation, authored by 

Representative John Nygren (R-Marinette), would require physician PDMP reporting. The bill: 

 Requires a pharmacy or practitioner to report when monitored prescription drugs are dispensed within 24 hours; 

 Requires practitioners to check the PDMP when dispensing a monitored prescription drug; and 

 Gives law enforcement and DAs access to these records when working on an investigation. 
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