
 

 

 

FRED A. RISSER                   
Wisconsin State Senator  
 

P.O. Box 7882, Madison, WI 53707-7882 • (608) 266-1627 • E-Mail: Sen.Risser@legis.wi.gov • Fax: (608) 266-1629 
Printed on recycled paper 

For Immediate Release      Contact:  

January 21, 2016       Senator Fred Risser  

         608-266-1627 

 

 
Risser Statement on GOP Civil Service Elimination 

 
  

Risser’s grandfather authored original Civil Service Act in 1905 
  

State Senator Fred Risser (D-Madison) said that Senate passage of a Republican-sponsored bill to 
eviscerate Wisconsin’s civil service program will return state hiring to the pre-civil service days of 
hiring people based on patronage and political handouts rather than merit. 
 
Wisconsin was one of the first states to adopt a merit and experience-based civil service hiring 
system with the passage of the Civil Service Act of 1905.  It was sponsored by Senator Risser’s 
grandfather Ernest N. Warner who was in the State Assembly and was the sole author of 1905 
Assembly Bill 5 which passed the Legislature on a strong bipartisan vote.  It has been the 
backbone of Wisconsin’s state employment relations for over 100 years.  
  
“Repealing Wisconsin’s civil service program and protections and returning Wisconsin to a 

system of political patronage, corruption and cronyism will further damage Wisconsin’s 
reputation for clean government.” Risser said.    
  
The purpose of the Civil Service System is to hire the most qualified person for the job, based on 
test results and experience, rather than political affiliation and local party bosses which was the 
norm at that time.  Risser said that the Republican sponsored legislation passed by the Senate 
today to replace civil service will do nothing more than return state hiring to the pre-civil service 
days of hiring people based on patronage and political handouts rather than merit. 
  
“Civil Service in state employment has served Wisconsin well for over 100 years.  We shouldn’t 
go back to the days of hiring people because of who they know rather than what they know.” 
Risser concluded. 
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