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Assembly Holds Public Hearing on College Affordability Package 
 

(Madison)…The Assembly Committee on Colleges and Universities held a public hearing today 

on the College Affordability Package.  

 

Leaders from the Wisconsin Technical College System, 2-year UW Colleges, UW System, 

student government, Wisconsin Association of Independent Colleges and Universities, and the 

Higher Educational Aids Board came to express their approval of this package and the beneficial 

advantages it will offer thousands of students across the state. 

 

“I appreciate the leaders of all of these institutions for the hard work they do for Wisconsin 

students, and today is an example of how the legislature can work with these organizations to 

make college more affordable,” said Murphy. 

 

Rep. Murphy and Senator Marklein are proud to lead a team of 11 other republican legislators 

who co-authored the following bills: 

1) Establish a Micro-grant program at 2-year UW colleges and Technical Colleges 

(Reps. Murphy, Heaton, Novak and Senator Marklein): Provides $450,000 in grants 

to assist students who are working hard to complete their degree, but experience a 

financial emergency that could cause them to drop out of school. 

2) Financial Literacy information for students (Reps. Murphy, Krug, and VanderMeer 

and Senator Marklein): Requires all higher education institutions to send students a 

letter with information about their loans each year and provide financial literacy 

information in their first semester so they can make better decisions about their financial 

future. 

3) Fund Internship Coordinators at the Department of Workforce Development (Reps. 

Murphy, Bernier, Kitchens, and Senator Marklein and Senator Gudex): Provides 

$200,000 of existing Fast Forward money to create two internship coordinator positions 

at DWD to connect employers with Wisconsin universities and create internship 

opportunities. 

4) Fund Internship Coordinators for the University of Wisconsin (Reps. Murphy, 

Petryk, Tranel, and Senator Marklein): Provides $500,000 for the UW to create 



internship coordinators to connect employers with UW institutions and create internship 

opportunities. 

5) Eliminate the cap on the tax deduction for student loan interest (Reps. Macco, 

Murphy, and Senator Marklein): Save student loan debt payers about $5.2 million 

annually statewide by allowing students to deduct all interest paid on student loans. 

6) Increase Wisconsin Grants for Technical College Students (Rep. Heaton and 

Senator Harsdorf): This bill will benefit over 1,000 technical college students by 

increasing the needs-based Wisconsin Grants by $1 million in the biennium or $500,000 

annually. 

 

Murphy anticipates the bills moving out of committee in the near future. 
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