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MCW’s animal care program receives continued full accreditation, called “exemplary” 

Council on Accreditation commends MCW, offers no further recommendations for improvement 

 

The Medical College of Wisconsin (MCW) animal care program has received continued full 

accreditation from the Association for Assessment and Accreditation of Laboratory Animal Care 

(AAALAC) International. AAALAC commended MCW in its final report “for providing and 

maintaining an exemplary program of laboratory animal care and use,” and had no further 

recommendations to offer for improvement. 

 

“AAALAC reserves the use of the word ‘exemplary’ for a select group of programs, and rarely 

uses it when describing an animal care program of our size,” said Ann B. Nattinger, MD, MPH. 

“Their favorable final report and long list of specific elements of our program that they found 

praiseworthy is confirmation of the effort MCW puts into the humane care and use of laboratory 

animals.”  

 

Elements of MCW’s animal care program that AAALAC found “especially noteworthy” include 

the “excellent maintenance of facilities and equipment, as well as outstanding sanitation; the 

collegial atmosphere noted among the veterinary staff, Institutional Animal Care and Use 

Committee (IACUC) and support staff, animal care personnel, and researchers; the well written 

program description; the well qualified staff, long-term employees, certified by the American 

Association for Laboratory Animal Science; the excellent program of veterinary care; the 

excellent level of husbandry, carried out by the well trained animal care staff; the active and 

engaged IACUC; the administrative support staff for the Biomedical Resource Center and 

IACUC; the thorough and well-documented training program; the comprehensive and well 

documented post-approval monitoring program; the exemplary program of behavioral 

monitoring and provision of species-appropriate environmental enrichment; and the robust 

occupational health program”. 

 

Evaluation for the voluntary accreditation included an extensive internal review as well as a site 

visit. More than 950 institutions in 41 countries are AAALAC accredited. 
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MCW adheres to the guidelines for humane standards for the health and welfare of animals used 

for biomedical purposes as defined by the Animal Welfare Act and the Health Research 

Extension Act.  By maintaining high standards of laboratory animal care and use, MCW has 

remained continuously accredited by the AAALAC since 1968. 

 

About the Medical College of Wisconsin 

 

The Medical College of Wisconsin is the state’s only private medical school and health sciences 

graduate school.  Founded in 1893, it is dedicated to leadership and excellence in education, 

patient care, research and community engagement.  More than 1,200 students are enrolled in 

MCW’s medical school and graduate school programs in Milwaukee, and 26 medical students 

are enrolled at MCW-Green Bay.  A regional medical education campus is scheduled to open in 

Central Wisconsin in 2016.   MCW’s School of Pharmacy will open in 2017 or 2018 with an 

initial class size of 60 students.  A major national research center, MCW is the largest research 

institution in the Milwaukee metro area and second largest in Wisconsin.  In FY 2014-15, faculty 

received approximately $158 million in external support for research, teaching, training and 

related purposes, of which approximately $139 million is for research.  This total includes highly 

competitive research and training awards from the National Institutes of Health 

(NIH).  Annually, MCW faculty direct or collaborate on more than 3,200 research studies, 

including clinical trials. Additionally, more than 1,500 physicians provide care in virtually every 

specialty of medicine for more than 525,000 patients annually. 
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